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Whatever 

you’re facing

We’re here 

to listen
Call free day or night on

116 123
email: jo@samaritans.org

It’s time to prioritise Mental 

Health in the workplace

Download the “Tea & Talk” 

pack from the Mental 

Health Foundation and 

have a conversation at 

work around mental health.

Try some “deskercise” – go to: 

www.healthyshetland.com/deskercise 

Royal Voluntary Service runs lunch and social clubs and  

offers transport services across Shetland to over 60s.

Contact us to find out about a club in your area or  

to join our close-knit community of volunteers!

Contact us – speak to Brenda, Claire or Susan on 01595 743914

email ShetlandSupport@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk 

visit or write to us: RVS, Market House, 14 Market Street, Lerwick, ZE1 0JP

Funded by

Baby Loss Awareness Week

Brand Guidelines

Brand Guidelines

Baby Loss Awareness Week

Brand Guidelines

Baby Loss Awareness Week

Brand Guidelines

Health & Wellbeing

Good mental health matters to all

World Mental Health Day falls next Thursday, so what better time to have a look at health and wellbeing? There are plenty of issues that 

occupy our minds, with a whole number of problems – in particular pressures in the workplace. Indeed, this year’s theme set by the World 

Federation of Mental Health is mental wellbeing in the workplace. The theme highlights the importance of addressing the problems in a 

way that can benefit people, organisations and communities.  The underlying message is to talk, and show everyone that mental health 

matters. Discussing mental health can help everyone cope better with life’s ups and downs.

Support online 

or in person
Shetland Sands is here to support anyone affected by the loss of a baby 

–  no matter how long ago.

It offers support in-person or online. All are safe spaces to share your 

thoughts and meet others. Trained befrienders are bereaved parents, 

who have walked this journey.

You can reach us at shetland@sandsvolunteer.org.uk or https://

www.facebook.com/1shetlandsands

Know what comes first at workplace

The theme to this year’s World Mental Health Day is: “It’s time to prioritise mental health in the workplace.”

 We know that work can be a stressful environment, so it’s important we take time in our workplace to look after ourselves and our 

colleagues. 
We want to share a couple of tips that you could try introduce into your workplace to encourage a healthier environment. 

The mental health foundation is encouraging workplaces to have a “tea and talk” to have conversations around mental health. 

You can download their pack here: https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/get-involved/fundraising/do-your-own-fundraising/

tea-talk-world-mental-health-day

Help is only a 

call away
Samaritans are there on freephone 116123 and jo@samaritans.

org for anyone in distress. Phones are answered 24/7 by Samaritans 

all over the UK.

Shetland volunteers reach out at county shows, Shetland Pride 

and supermarkets, reminding people that 116123 is a safe space 

to talk. They also deliver talks on emotional health in secondary 

schools. 
Shetland Samaritans are very grateful for support of the 

Shetland public, businesses and Shetland Charitable Trust. They 

are always looking for new volunteers.

Wilma Goodlad with John Thomas at the Cunningsburgh Show.

Plenty is 

offered 

by RVS
Volunteers and staff at Royal 

Voluntary Service provide 

invaluable support to people over 

60 in Shetland. 

They have seven social clubs 

all over Shetland along with two 

lunch clubs.

Their clubs are a great place to 

meet friends or make new ones. 

Transport services can also be 

provided by volunteer drivers to 

help you get to where you need to 

go. 
Volunteers are also needed to 

keep services running. 

Whatever you do counts. 

Help RVS, help your com-

munity. Call Brenda, Claire 

or Susan on 01595 743914, 

or email shetlandsupport@

royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk for 

more details.

Brae Social club enjoying a Move It or Lose It exercise class
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Viking wind farm will use the 

natural power of Shetland 

to generate clean renewable 

energy that will help secure 

Scotland’s energy future.

For more information visit

sserenewables.com/onshore-wind

Building the 
green energy 
needed now

Shetland  

Climate Festival

The Shetland Climate Festival gets under way in Lerwick 

tomorrow – celebrating the efforts being made locally to tackle 

climate change.
The major event at Clickimin Leisure Centre aims to give the 

public an opportunity to see the work being done by a host of 

exhibitors attending.
Shetland Islands Council’s own climate change programme 

teams will also be on hand to speak about their work relating 

to climate change, energy usage and biodiversity across  

Shetland.
The aim is to “celebrate the work being done in Shetland to 

mitigate our emissions and adapt to climate change”.

The team’s Lizzy Clark said: “We wish to put our work in 

context of the wider picture, so we have invited renewable 

energy companies, community development companies, 

conservation organisations, scientists, and local community  

groups.”
Exhibitors will be in the bowls hall all day, including 

representatives from Arven Wind Farm, Foula Electricity, 

Islands Centre for Net Zero, North Yell Development Company, 

Sheap, Statkarft, UHI Shetland and many others.

There will also be a series of workshops and talks hosted by 

a number of experts, being held in the bowlers bar and loch 

bar. These cover a wide range of topics offering the chance to 

learn more about climate and nature initiative, technology and 

history.
This year will also have BookBug, running a session in the 

morning for bairns and their parents. 

Throughout the rest of the day there will be an area set up 

just for kids where they can learn all about climate, current and 

future technologies – everything from robots to turbines. 

There will also be a small sustainable craft fair with gifts 

and goods made by local creators from recycled and recyclable 

materials.
The event runs from 10am to 4pm. For more information 

go to the Shetland Climate Festival wesbite where there is a 

downloadable programme of events.

A concept drawing of the rural energy hub at Brae Youth Centre by Colin 

Ross Workshop.

Celebrating the 

efforts to tackle 

climate change

Brae is first with an energy hub
Plans are underway to transform 

the Brae Youth Centre in Brae into 

the first rural energy hub

As part of the Innovate 

UK funded project, the joint 

initiative between Aquatera, 

Shetland Islands Council, Orkney 

Islands Council, the European 

Marine Energy Centre, and 

Community Energy Scotland has 

£5 million funding to support 

decarbonisation efforts in 

Shetland and Orkney.
The element of the project to set 

up a pilot rural energy hub in Brae 

aims to make improvements to 

the youth centre so it is a warmer, 

more energy efficient building 

for all the community groups 

that currently use is – as well as 

adding new facilities and services 

to demonstrate the concept of the 

hub.
These will include shared 

working spaces, rapid charging 

facilities, renewable energy 

generation, a car club and e-bikes 

location. 
Charging points for electric 

buses and HGVs, enabling them 

to undertake longer routes, are 

also being considered, along with 

local heating solutions. 

There will also be services 

based in the hub to support 

individuals and businesses to 

decarbonise their homes and 

businesses, such as getting 

electric cars and chargers, solar 

and batteries and low carbon 

heating options.
Partners have been working 

very closely with the Brae Youth 

Centre committee to incorporate 

existing facilities with future 

plans. 
One of the main priorities is 

to make the building as future 

proofed as possible by retrofitting 

insulation and the installation 

of an efficient heating system. 

Renewables such as solar and 

battery storage are also being 

considered. 
A number of stakeholder 

meetings have taken place over 

the last three months to set out an 

infrastructure plan for the refit of 

the Brae hub along with a business 

model and governance plan. 

There has been great 

engagement from various groups 

including the youth centre 

committee, Brae Youth Club, 

Astral Aerials and the Living Well 

Hub. 
These working group meetings 

have helped to give a clear idea 

what will work for the local area 

and how a place-based approach 

to accelerate decarbonisation can 

benefit the community. 

The input of everyone involved 

has been instrumental in getting 

a clearer picture of how the hub 

might look as the project moves 

into its next phase.
On completion of the project, it 

is intended that the youth centre 

will be a multi-functional service 

provider: an educator, a social 

support system, a workplace, an 

information centre, and a place of 

welcome and fun.
The rural energy hubs team will 

be attending the Climate Festival 

tomorrow to provide further 

information.
Claire Ferguson, the SIC 

climate change strategy team 

leader, said: ‘It’s great to see the 

Brae rural energy hub project 

progressing, and the high level of 

engagement and input from the 

Brae Youth Centre committee and 

the community.
“Since the project began 

in February, we have been 

collaborating with the youth 

club committee to map the 

multiple existing uses of the youth 

centre with the new activities 

that the rural energy hub will 

bring; and the improvements 

to the infrastructure of the Brae 

Hall that will be put in place 

to support all the uses of the  

building. 
“Progress is also being made 

on the wider elements of the 

project, including the transport 

connectivity review of the North 

Mainland, the Brae district 

heating scheme feasibility study 

and the electric bus pilot. 

“We’re delighted to have an 

opportunity to speak about the 

rural energy hub project in more 

detail at the Shetland Climate 

Festival.”
The Brae Youth Centre 

Committee said: “We are excited 

at the proposed upgrades to our 

community centre, giving us the 

ability to offer more inclusive 

space for all types of activities. 

“The introduction of the 

rural energy hub in our area is a  

fantast ic  and impor tant 

opportunity. 
“The project plan being to 

promote and offer information 

and facilities to reduce our carbon 

footprint.”
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National Pet Month
National Pet Month Buddie leaps in to win our photo competitionThis year’s Shetland Times Picture Your Pet competi-tion has again been hugely popular with hundreds of entries over the last few weeks.The winner, selected by vets across the isles, was Amanda Sherwood with a lovely picture of a wind-swept-looking Buddie.She wins a voucher from competition sponsors Shet-land Vets, worth £50.Second place was awarded to Sarah Kay with a very special photo of her cat Bobby. She wins a £25 goodie bag.

And third place went to Helen Robertson with a pic-ture of her collie Misty, sitting proudly at a cliff edge. She wins a £15 goodie bag.

The entries ranged from the usual dogs and cats, to rabbits, budgies, poultry, guinea pigs, a parrot and a tor-toise … and a ferret.Karen Williamson, one of the Shetland Vets direc-tors, said: “Thank you for so many lovely photos.“There were so many photos with such a wide range of pets. The quantity and quality of the photos were really high, so it took the judges a lot of time to decide on the winners.
“It was a really difficult job. It really did take a long time to narrow the winners down to a top three. The three winners, I think, are lovely and deserved winners.

“Well done to all of those who entered.”

Runner-up Bobby, owned by Sarah Kay.

Ensure that you keep your beloved pet insured
Have you ever thought about what would happen if your pet becomes suddenly ill or has an accident? 

If you are unsure if pet insur-ance is worth it, consider how you would deal with an unexpected bill. Costs can vary depending on the treatment and where you are, but it 

can go into the hundreds, and often thousands, of pounds. Owning a pet is a privilege and you must take into account the costs of seeing a vet when taking on this responsibility. Also take into account our remote location in Shetland, our vets are highly skilled but some-

Third placed Misty, owned by Helen Robertson.

Winner Buddie, owned by Amanda Sherwood.

times a trip to the mainland is necessary to see a specialist at a referral practice for more complex injuries and conditions, where treatment costs can suddenly become a lot higher due to complex care involved.
Pet insurance is there to help provide cover for veterinary fees if your pet becomes ill or gets injured, it can give you peace of mind that you can afford the veterinary care your pet may need. There are other benefits which may include:● Third party liability if your 

dog were to injure someone or damage their property.● They may reimburse you the price you paid for your pet if they become lost, stolen or if they die due to an injury or illness before a certain age.
● Cover the costs for advertising a reward for a lost or stolen pet.● If you have to go into hospital for emergency medical treatment they may cover the cost for a third party to look after your pet.● The cost of your holiday if it is cancelled because your pet needs 

emergency surgery close to the date you were due to leave.● Euthanasia, cremation and burial – your policy may contain cover for the costs of your pet being put to sleep and cremation or burial.
Some policies do have exclu-sions such as pre-existing condi-tions (conditions that your pet had before your policy is taken out), anything related to pregnancy and birth and on routine or planned treatments (such as neutering, vac-cinations, etc). 

It’s important to check the exclusions and also note that most policies have a 10-30 day waiting period after the start date before you can make a claim.There are a few different levels of cover available for your pet:● Lifetime cover is the most comprehensive and they will pay out indefinitely for treatment over your pet’s lifetime, subject to annual limits. These can be a per- condition, per-year cover limit or set annual amount.● Non-lifetime cover which can be split into two main types: Per 

condition cover – this pays a lim-ited amount for each condition and once that limit has been reached, the insurers stop covering it; and time-limited cover – this will have both a monetary and a time limit, typically 12 months from the con-dition starting.
● Accident only cover which is usually the cheapest and most basic type of insurance and does not cover illnesses.

All pets can be covered whether they are furry, scaly, feathery, large, small, domestic or working – there are a range of policies out there to suit your individual needs.If you are do find yourself in the unfortunate position of having to make a claim on your pet insur-ance, our designated staff are always at hand to give advice and guide you through this process. Shetland Vets’ staff are always happy to chat about pet insurance and you can pop into any of our practices to pick up a voucher for five weeks free pet insurance to start your cover while you look at different insurance options for your beloved pet.

She wins a £15 goodie bag.

The entries ranged from the usual dogs and cats, to rabbits, budgies, poultry, guinea pigs, a parrot and a tor-
Karen Williamson, one of the Shetland Vets direc-
“There were so many photos with such a wide range of pets. The quantity and quality of the photos were 

Runner-up Bobby, owned by Sarah Kay.
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GOTT
CATS

BOARDING 
CATTERY

Phone: 
01595 840275 or

07788 981653
www.gottcats.co.uk

Handmade healthy 
treats made in Shetland using only natural ingredients.

The   UltiMUTT    Treat!!
We’re on Facebook T: 07493 058806   ●   E: shetlanddogbarkery@aol.com 
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Burra - Scalloway - Lerwick - Scalloway - Burra

Monday to Saturday

Sunday

Service 5

Houss

-
0755

-
1015

-
-

-
1415

-
-

1704Sat 1804NSat
-

-
-

-
-

Papil

-
0803

-
1023

-
-

-
1423

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-

Hamnavoe

-
0813

-
1033

-
-

-
1433

-
-

1714Sat 1814NSat
-

-
-

-
-

Trondra

-
0818

-
1038

-
-

-
1438

-
-

1719Sat 1819NSat
-

-
-

-
-

Blydoit (change here for Service 4 to Lerwick)
-

0823
-

1043
-

-
-

1443
-

-
1724Sat 1824NSat

-
-

-
-

-

Scalloway Health Centre

-
-

-
1046NTh

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-

Scalloway Hall

-
0826

-
1048NTh

-
-

-
1446

-
-

1727Sat 1827NSat
-

-
-

-
-

Sea Road (Tesco)

-
-

-
1058Th

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-

Esplanade

-
-

-
1101Th

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-

Service 4

Hamnavoe

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

1335
1535

1735

Blydoit

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

1345
1545

1745

Port Arthur

0728
0818

0938
1038

1138
1238

1338
1443

1538
1638

1743
1938 2233FSa

-
-

-
-

Scalloway Hall

0731
0821

0941
1041

1141
1241

1341
1446

1541
1641

1746
1941 2236FSa

1148
1348

1548
1748

Blydoit

0734
0824

0944
1044

1144
1244

1344
1449

1544
1644

1749
1944 2239FSa

-
-

-
-

Hoofields

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
1159

1359
1559

1759

Holmsgarth

0745
0835

0955
1055

1155
1255

1355
1500

1555
1655

1800
1955 2250FSa

1203
1403

1603
1803

Viking Bus StaSon (arr)

0749
0839

0959
1059

1159
1259

1359
1504

1559
1659

1804
1959 2254FSa

1207
1407

1607
1807

Viking Bus StaSon (dep)

0750
0840

1010
1110

1210
1310

1415
1510

1610
1715

1910
2120 2300FSa

1300
1500

1700
1900

Esplanade

0751
0841

1011
1111

1211
1311

1416
1511

1611
1716

1911
2121 2301FSa

-
-

-
-

Scalloway Road

0753
0843

1013
1113

1213
1313

1418
1513

1613
1718

1913
2123 2303FSa

-
-

-
-

Sea Road (Tesco)

0755
0845

1015
1115

1215
1315

1420
1515

1615
1720

1915
2125 2305FSa

-
-

-
-

King Harald Street

0757
0847

1017
1117

1217
1317

1422
1517

1617
1722

1917
2127 2307FSa

-
-

-
-

North Road

0758
0848

1018
1118

1218
1318

1423
1518

1618
1723

1918
2128 2308FSa

-
-

-
-

Holmsgarth

0759
0849

1019
1119

1219
1319

1424
1519

1619
1724

1919
2129 2309FSa

1303
1503

1703
1903

Hoofields

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
2133 2313FSa

1307
1507

1707
1907

Blydoit (change here for Service 5 to Burra)
0810

0900
1030

1130
1230

1330
1435

1530
1630

1735
1930

2144 2324FSa
-

-
-

-

Scalloway Hall

0813
0903

1033
1133

1233
1333

1438
1533

1633
1738

1933
2147 2327FSa

1319
1519

1719
1919

Port Arthur

0816
0906

1036
1136

1236
1336

1441
1536

1636
1741

1936
2150 2330FSa

-
-

-
-

Blydoit

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
1322

1522
1722

-

Hamnavoe

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
OnReq

-
1332

1532
1732

-

Service 5

Esplanade

-
-

-
-

-
1313Th

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-

Sea Road (Tesco)

-
-

-
-

-
1316Th

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-

Scalloway Hall

-
0855

-
1155Tu

-
1325NTh

-
-

1625Sat 1730
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

Scalloway Health Centre

-
-

-
1157Tu

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-

Blydoit

-
0901

-
1203Tu

-
1331

-
-

1631Sat 1736
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

Trondra

-
0906

-
1208Tu

-
1336

-
-

1636Sat 1741
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

Hamnavoe

-
0911

-
1213Tu

-
1341

-
-

1641Sat 1746
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

Papil

-
0921

-
1223Tu

-
1351

-
-

1651Sat 1756
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

Houss

-
0929

-
1231Tu

-
1359

-
-

1659Sat 1804
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

1

ZetTrans is the statutory body responsible 

for the provision and maintenance of public 

transport services in the Shetland Islands.

Shetland Travel Information App
 

< Available from the Google Play store for Android devices

Available from the App Store for Apple devices > 

Voicebank
Check for disruption before you travel: 01595 745744

Tu = Tuesdays onlyTh = Thursdays onlyNTh = Not on Thursdays
FSa = Fridays and Saturdays only

Sat = Saturdays onlyNSat = Not on Saturdays
OnReq = Serves Hamnavoe on Request

No Sunday Service

KEY

Ports & Piers  (Scalloway and rural)

Playing a vital role to the economy, 

key industries, tourism and leisure

BY MARK BURGESS

The smaller ports and piers around our varied and lengthy coast 

continue to make a significant contribution to the economy, leisure, 

tourism and our local key industries. 
Other than the oil supply base, 

everything that happens in the major 

port of Lerwick happens on smaller scale 

from the north of Unst to Fair Isle in the 

south, and Foula in the west and Skerries 

in the east.In this edition of the Ports and Piers 

feature, we will take a look at the cruise 

ship trade that visit several of our rural 

ports and piers and, in particular, 

the close relationship Fair Isle has 

enjoyed with these ocean travellers for 

generations.The numbers and tonnage of cruise 

vessels that visit Lerwick during the 

summer season may profoundly eclipse 

the visits to other ports, but this less 

visible trade represents a major boost 

to rural economies, particularly in Fair 

Isle, where the tradition of trade with 

visiting ships extends back through  

centuries. 

Modern interest from the cruise trade 

is growing, with a population of island 

residents who welcome the visitors and 

have geared up to receive them in a 

meaningful and friendly way that would 

be hard to replicate elsewhere, with Fair 

Isle’s unique attractions and community.

The nature of cruise ship passengers 

that go ashore in Fair Isle certainly tend 

toward the adventurous, and with this 

spirit of adventure comes an appreciation 

of the places that they are visiting. The 

Fair Isle community responds in kind, 

hosting events for the visitors that come 

ashore via Zodiac inflatables. 
The community hall opens and teas 

and home bakes are provided, while 

local craft makers have the chance 

to purvey their wares. The Fair Isle 

Bird Observatory also hosts bird 

walks for visitors. Eileen Thomson 

co-ordinates the cruise ship visits. “We 

are quite lucky with the ships, they are 

a really positive boost for the economy,”  

says Eileen. A regular visitor in recent years  is 

the ship Greg Mortimer. The state of 

the art x-bow ship has 80 cabins and 

was launched in 2019. Described as 

an expedition ship, as well as its local 

adventures it also journeys to the wilds 

of Antarctica. Eileen describes the 

passengers as “really adventurous, game 

for anything”, adding: “They are proper 

adventure ships and always really good 

to have visit.”Another regular visitor is the Island 

Sky, with 59 cabins and described as one 

of the “finest small ships in the world”. 

This is luxury afloat. Her sister vessel the 

Hebridean Sky also stops off at Fair Isle. 

The size of the harbour limits access from 

these ocean-going vessels, and those that 

visit are generally among the smaller 

cruise ships that frequent the North Sea 

area. Their passengers have more of a 

taste for adventure, choosing these ships 

and landfalls rather than larger vessels 

and more popular destinations.

The newly developed North Yell industrial estate and marina.   

Photo: David Albutt

Continued on page 20
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www.shetlandtimes.co.uk



2



What the feature is about

Feature

Editorial

Photography

 3

Relaxing, Enjoying and Focusing on our cafes and coffee shops. We 
will promote your products and business by asking five set questions and 
publish your answers along with your 5cm x 2 column colour advert. Along 
with a photo, this is your chance to lift those winter blues and encourage 
folk to pop in for a lovely drink and cake.

Supplied by the advertiser or by The Shetland Times photographer if required 
(no guaranteed usage).

The Shetland Times newsroom will contact companies for their editorial.

Cafes and Coffee Shops

Friday, 24th January, 2025

Cafes & Coffee 
Shops
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Cafes & Coffee 
Shops Friday,

26th January, 2024

Opening Times
Monday to Friday 

9.30am - 4pm
Saturday 10am - 3pm

Coffees, teas,  
sandwiches, toasties,  

paninis, wraps and rolls
All specially made to order
Cakes and other delicacies  

also available

10% DISCOUNT WITH CODE CCUHA24

WE ARE BACK!
Isle Eat @ The Hillshop

Opening 9th February
Fridays and Saturdays  

9.30am to 7.30pm
See our Facebook Page

Hours will change with the season

Speldiburn Cafe Bressay

20 minute walk from the Bressay ferry

Winter Hours (see Facebook for spring hours)

Good As New Shop     Crafts       Exhibitions

www.bressay.org   tel: 01595 820 706

Fri  11am-3pm   light lunches & homebakes
Sat  9.30-11am  breakfast rolls & homebakes
       12.00-3pm  light lunches & homebakes

www.facebook.com/speldiburncafe

Speldiburn Cafe Bressay

20 minute walk from the Bressay ferry

Winter Hours (see Facebook for spring hours)

Good As New Shop     Crafts       Exhibitions

www.bressay.org   tel: 01595 820 706

Fri  11am-3pm   light lunches & homebakes
Sat  9.30-11am  breakfast rolls & homebakes
       12.00-3pm  light lunches & homebakes

www.facebook.com/speldiburncafe

56 Commercial St, Lerwick
Open Mondays to Saturdays  

9am-4pm • Sit in available
        www.blydewelcome.com

10%  
OFF THE  

PURCHASE  
OF ANY  

HOT DRINK  
AND CAKE

www.hoswickvisitorcentre.com
hoswickcafe@btinternet.com

www.facebook.com/HoswickVisitorCentre
To make a booking, or for inquiries phone
the Visitor Centre during opening hours

• Light lunches, bairns’ 
menu & homebakes

• Displays of local history 
& heritage

• Craft shop with a range 
of local arts & crafts

• Visitor information

• Free wifi

tel: 01950 431406

Light lunches, bairns menu and homebakes
Monday to Saturday 10am-4pm

tel. 01950 431406
www.hoswickvisitorcentre.com

Visit Britain’s most northerly tea room 
serving light lunches, cream teas and cakes and co� ees 

and our new Farm Shop selling homemade and local produce 
as well as carefully selected products from within the UK 

Tel: 01957 711885 • Email: admin@victoriasvintagetearooms.co.uk

www.victoriasvintagetearooms.co.uk

VICTORIA’S VINTAGE TEA ROOMS AND FARM SHOP VICTORIA’S VINTAGE TEA ROOMS AND FARM SHOP 

The Hoswick Visitor Centre
What is your best seller? Our best seller is quiche. The quiche changes.

Where do you source your coffee? Coffee comes from South America 
and Asia. We get great compliments  for our superb coffee machine which 
was grant-funded by the Shetland community benefit fund.

What is the perfect accompaniment to your coffee? Along with our 
coffee you can enjoy our excellent homebakes.

What else do you offer? We provide a wide menu trying to cater for vari-
ous dietary requirements.

What is different about your business? The business is community 
owned. We try to open six days a week throughout most of the year as 
there is a need for a social meeting place. We have over 70 people sup-
plying crafts – we are a major craft outlet – with new stock frequently 
coming in so it is well worth coming in for a look.

Speldiburn Cafe
What is your best seller? Probably soup with either our homemade 
oatcakes or cheese scones. We’ve tried lots of soups over the years and 
the best become our regulars.  Our tomato and mascarpone never fails to 
please. 

Where do you source your coffee? The Bean Shop in Perth. Brilliant 
coffee.

What is the perfect accompaniment to your coffee? Maybe our lemon 
polenta cake. It’s gluten free and perfectly lemony.  

What else do you offer? Through the winter we have a special every 
Friday. Often baked tatties or a roast veg frittata, sometimes a nice Shet-
land lamb stew with mash and buttered leeks. 

What is different about your business? We are run by Bressay Develop-
ment Ltd – a community organisation, managed by volunteers. Speldi-
burn is home not just to our cafe, art gallery and local craft shop but also 
our Good As New Shop, our community office, several artist studios and 
an NHS clinic. We use the cafe to support activities BDL offer like our 
Wednesday social club, talks and workshops and other island activities 
like Bressay Parkrun.

Blyde Welcome
What is your best seller? For coffee it’s the Peerie Spiggie blend, especially 
the beans, they fly off the shelves. Eleanor’s Huffsie is also really popular.
Where do you source your coffee? All over the world: Kenya, Costa Rica, 
Peru, Indonesia and Colombia. It’s then roasted for us in Orkney by Euan at 
The Orkney Roastery.
What is the perfect accompaniment to your coffee?
A piece of Eleanor’s homebaking. I’m a big fan of her shortbread. 
What else do you offer? Ethically sourced loose tea and teabags from 
Edinburgh based “eteaket”, plus brewing accessories. 
What is different about your business? We place great emphasis on train-
ing and knowing how to make that perfect cup of tea or coffee. All our staff 
have been trained by Jenny who is a skilled barista. I work closely with 
Erica, founder of “eteaket” and enjoy promoting our different tea lattes and 
mocktails. We also have a training room where I deliver hospitality training 
courses and, as of next week, we will be offering afternoon tea and cocktail 
masterclasses there. Customers will have exclusive use of the room which 
overlooks the harbour.

Coffee Culture
What is your best seller? Cappuccino 

Where do you source your coffee? We use Lavazza coffee beans and 
grind them fresh daily here in store. We are long time coffee enthusiasts and 
Lavazza is a personal favourite. It’s full of flavour, strong and pairs well 
with all varieties of milk.

What is the perfect accompaniment to your coffee? Recently, Josie 
began making her own recipe cakes and desserts fresh here in the cafe. Her 
cheesecake pots have been a huge hit and are very popular on folk’s coffee 
breaks. This year she’s branched out into a gluten free range as she saw 
there was a growing need for good gluten free options in the community. 

What else do you offer? Lots! On our lunch menu we have panninis, which 
you can fill with any of the fresh fillings displayed in our chill. We also 
serve sandwiches, toasties and wraps which can all be made with gluten free 
alternatives. Each day Josie makes a fresh pot of soup, and these range from 
local classics to Indian-spiced favourites and some of her own recipes that 
she’s adapted over the years, too. Each week we have different specials on 
option, like stovies, slow-cooked pulled pork and kitchari to name a few. 
We’ll be launching a new brunch menu in March, so keep an eye out for that. 

What is different about your business? Family and community are super 
important to us. We believe that these are two key components to the 
meaning of life and we strive to be a place that facilitates both of these 
things. There’s a real lack of truly child-friendly places to go, and we know 
as parents that it can be tough to keep the kids entertained all the time, 
especially with such limited options. We are so grateful to be in a position 
where we can facilitate family time and community. We have big plans for 
growing the business in these areas over the course of the next year and 
beyond, with many more family days to come and some awesome evening 
events to bring folk together in store too.

Isle Eat @ The Hillshop
Residents and visitors to Yell will be delighted to see the return of Isle Eat 
at The Hillshop, Mid Yell. Currently undergoing refurbishment works, they 
are hoping to be open for business from 9th February. The opening times 
initially will be Fridays and Saturdays from 9.30am-7.30pm with the days 
to increase with the seasons. They will be serving breakfast, light bites and 
main meals along with bean-to-cup coffee, cold drinks and they are also a 
licensed premises. All the Isle Eat favourite meals that folk enjoyed when 
they operated their trailer will be back.

Victoria’s Vintage Tea Rooms
What is your best seller? Victoria sponge. It’s our signature cake – the 
biggest fluffy sponge with strawberry jam and cream made to our own spe-
cial recipe.
Where do you source your coffee? Blyde Welcome. We are passionate 
about supporting other small rural businesses and reducing our carbon foot-
print while still offering great quality coffee. By working with Blyde Wel-
come we can do all of this and give the freshest roasted coffee, meaning our 
customers get the best.
What is the perfect accompaniment to your coffee? In my opinion it 
would have to be coffee cake. Our recipe produces the richest and moistest 
cake with plenty of icing (my favourite bit) but if coffee cake isn’t your 
thing there are always plenty of cakes to choose from. 
What else do you offer? We are rather famous for our scones! Obviously 
being from Devon originally I make a good scone. Always jam on first. We 
also use Shetland lamb from our own croft, slow cooked and sliced to go 
with our scone platters, served with homemade pineapple and pepper relish 
adding a hint of sweetness: it is the best combination.
What is different about your business? Being a family-run business 
means the whole family gets involved in offering our customers that extra 
family-friendly welcome that we pride ourselves on. Having a home cooked 
and locally sourced menu adds towards us being a sustainable, eco-friendly 
business. We try to make sure at least one of our homemade soups is vegan 
and gluten free and if you phone ahead we can make sure we have a selec-
tion of gluten and vegan/dairy free cakes, especially out of season. Our cus-
tomers enjoy sitting looking out at the splendid views across the bay and if 
they are lucky may get a glimpse of an otter or even a pod of orca.
● There is a 20 per cent discount on your bill if you bring the advert.
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This round-up of the latest agricultural news and features focuses on 
Shetland, regional and national developments in this sector. We cover 
stories from our farming and crofting communities and those with a broader 
interest in agriculture. Our advertising packages are perfect for retailers, 
vehicle/plant franchises, mechanical services, feed suppliers, veterinary 
practices, insurers and similar industry related businesses. Book all five 
parts at one time to get the best coverage and deal.

Taken by The Shetland Times photographer.
This is a news based feature compiled by The Shetland Times newsroom.

Landwise (5 issues per year)
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T: 01806 33 55 77
www.polycrub.co.uk

Great for growing, 
storage or small livestock

CAGS compliant

Planwell Roofing Supplies Ltd, “The Roofing Centre”, March Road Industrial Estate, 
Buckie AB56 4BU           Fax: 01542 832182          Email: enquiries@planwell.co.uk

  0800 02 88 272 ☎ 
CONTACT US TODAY FOR A GREAT DEAL

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS 
ACCEPTED

Supplies

www.planwell.co.uk

BUY 
DIRECT FROM 
THE MANUFACTURER

Permaroof

METAL ROOF SHEETING
Permaroof

LASTS A LIFETIME!

BARGAIN PRICE ROOF SHEETING

£8.50
SPECIAL OFFERS 
ROOF SHEETS FROM ONLY

GARAGES DIY & FLAT ROOFINGSHEDS

designed for...designed for...designed for...

WIDE CHOICE OF C O L O U R S
10 or 20 year written guarantee available

• ROOF SHEETS

• FLASHINGS AND FIXINGS

• FILLERS, ROOF LIGHTS
  & ACCESSORIES

ORDER NOW FOR A FAST DELIVERY SERVICE

+ VAT per 
Square 
Metre!

WE DELIVER

TO SHETLAND

10 year 
guarantee

12.90
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F5500 Baler 
Special Prices 

Demo available 
Range of McHale products  

available 

 
 

QM1200 
Available from stock 

Robertsons-Orkney Ltd 
8 Crowness Rd, Hatston Ind Est, Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1RG 

Tel: 01856 876068  Mobile: 07725045395 
www.robertsons-orkney.co.uk 
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QM1200 
Available from stock 

Robertsons-Orkney Ltd 
8 Crowness Rd, Hatston Ind Est, Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1RG 

Tel: 01856 876068  Mobile: 07725045395 
www.robertsons-orkney.co.uk 

ROBERTSONS 

 

T5.140 DCT 
0% finance available 

(subject to status) 
 

Demo available 
 

QM1200
Available from stock with 

or without silage sides

F5500 Baler
Special Prices

Range of McHale products available

T5.140 DCT
0% finance 
available

(subject to status)

Edited by Ryan TaylorLandwise
A good winter feed for spring calves

A daily task for Martin Thomson of Exnaboe Farm, who is shown here feeding his spring calves.   Photo: Jim Nicolson

Tension rises over spending plans
By RYAN TAYLOR

Farmers have taken to the streets 
of London in protest over the 
UK government’s controversial 
spending plans.

Among those protesting was 
Cecil Eunson of Griesta Farm in 
Tingwall, the chairman of the 
local NFUS branch.

Orkney farmer Colin Flett was 
also present at the protest, which 
was attended by thousands of 
farmers from across the country.

It comes as the Labour 
government has faced a backlash 

from farmers against its first 
budget since the general election.

Key among the concerns is the 
potential impact of changes to 
agricultural property relief (APR) 
on inheritance tax to the future of 
farming.

But the Westminster budget 
is just one of a number of 
government-led decisions that 
have caused headaches for isles 
producers.

Almost slipping under the 
radar was a controversial decision 
to no longer ring-fence the budget 
for agriculture, meaning farming 

and crofting will have to compete 
against other priorities for a fair 
deal.

The farm budget raid has 
been described by consultant 
Osla Jamwal-Fraser as a blow 
for farmers, particularly as they 
prepare for compliance with the 
up-and-coming Whole Farm 
Plan, which shapes the future of 
farming support.

Concerns have been raised 
that small-time operators are 
already considering pulling out 
of the sector, because the red-tape 
burden and overall compliance 

costs are difficult for many to 
justify.

Isles MP Alistair Carmichael, 
who last week warned farmers 
were facing “a crisis of confidence” 
said the concerns needed to be 
heard.

“The government needs to start 
listening,” he said.

“Farming and crofting are at the 
heart of our island communities 
so this is simply not something 
that can be taken lying down. 

“We need a proper rethink from 
our governments on how they 
support rural communities so that 

we can have confidence in our 
future.

“Farmers are already battling 
with sky-high energy bills and 
botched overseas trade deals, and 
this tax hike on family farms will 
only make things worse.”

The isles MP had already 
spoken out against the ring-
fencing decision in the House of 
Commons by the time Tuesday’s 
Westminster protest was taking 
place.

“One point on which there 
seems to be no disagreement is 
that the removal of the ring-fence Continued on page 21

around agricultural payments to 
Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland is a bad move. 

“Nobody asked for it. Why did 
the government do it, and what do 
they expect to achieve with it?”

Responding, the Secretary 
of State for the Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs, Steve 
Reed MP said: “We have 
announced the biggest budget 
for sustainable farming – £5 
billion over the next two years 
– in the history of our country. 

Landwise 2025

Friday, 7th February, 4th April, 6th June, 1st August, 21st November, 2025
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Celebrating Lerwick Harbour as the “commercial heart of Shetland”. 
The feature includes editorial and imagery aimed specifically at businesses 
whose work is linked to the harbour either by their location or the nature 
of their work. Focusing on commerce rather than leisure. If you are in 
the fishing, aquaculture, haulage, oil, renewables, shipping, stevedoring, 
butchery, food consumables supply, transport, fuel supply, diving, marine 
engineering or other related business, this provides the best platform to 
raise awareness of your business to a targeted industry audience.

Harbour Voice
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Now supporting 
marine based 
industry with 

the provision of 
workboats, barges, 

small crafts, and 
marine plant.

oceankinetics.co.uk

E: info@oceankinetics.co.uk  
T: 01595 696777 

Port Business Park, Gremista, Lerwick ZE1 0TW

Modular barges

Ruby May and Dolphin

Aluminium boat

Ocean Kinetics continues to grow by 
investing in services and equipment 
Engineering experts Ocean Kinetics Ltd continue to 
invest in new services, plant, and equipment – with 
their most recent additions including workboats, 
barges, mobile abrasive water jet cutting, and indus-
trial induction heating.

The company is now offering workboats and lock-
together modular barges. 

These barges and workboats provide a cost-effec-
tive solution, with barge components transportable by 
truck, leading to savings on mobilisation costs. 

Managing director of Ocean Kinetics John Hen-
derson said: “The workboats have recently undergone 
refurbishment and serve as an excellent option for 
marine works which require quick and easy access.

“A significant aspect of Ocean Kinetics’ service is 
supplying teams of seasoned professionals to operate 
the plant and equipment and carry out the works.”

The staff have many decades of experience and can 
provide the expertise required to complete the works 
or operate the plant and equipment.

Workboats 
The company’s fleet includes two robust steel 

workboats: the Dolphin and the Harvester.
The Dolphin measures 13x6m and features a 12tm 

crane, three-tonne capstan, and a powerful 280 HP 
main engine, allowing it to reach a service speed of 
eight knots with a three tonne bollard pull. 

Fully compliant with MCA regulations, the Dolphin 
is versatile and cost-effective, ready to tackle a variety 
of assignments.

The Harvester is slightly larger, equipped with an 
18tm crane, 2x3 tonne capstans, and a bollard pull of 

four tonnes, making it an ideal asset for various opera-
tions. The swift 40ft catamaran, the May, is Ocean 
Kinetics survey and inspection vessel.

Sporting a 300m depth Saab Seaeye Falcon ROV, 
the Ruby May is fully equipped with a range of fea-
tures, including a crane Hiab 013T, multibeam sonar, 
hydraulic umbilical winch, and lock latch launch and 
recovery system. 

Licensed to accommodate 12 passengers alongside 
a crew of two, the Ruby May specialises in - but is not 
limited to – ROV surveys, light diving operations, and 
crew transfers.

All vessels can be fitted with mobile dive spreads to 
allow access to remote sites.

Barges and pontoons
Mr Henderson added: “Ocean Kinetics also offer a 

versatile selection of barges and pontoons to suit vari-
ous project needs. 

“The inventory includes 28 number Rav-
estein container pontoon units available in 
both 40-feet and 20-feet configurations, which can be 
adapted into barges with moonpools or flat top barges 
with scow ends. 

“Additionally, a range of supplementary equipment 
is available, including spud poles, hydraulic cranes, 
winches, accommodation and office/drying units, 
mobile decompression chambers, diving spreads, gen-
erators, and power packs.

“The barges are very adaptable, ensur-
ing that they can accommodate diverse project 
requirements.”

A further new service has now been introduced 

Ocean Kinetics managing director John Henderson.

by Ocean Kinetics: mobile abrasive water jet cutting 
equipment. 

The company boss said: “This innovative system 
enables safe cutting of steel up to 300mm in hazardous 
areas, as well as concrete cutting and preparation. 

“Using only water and a sand abrasive, the system 
produces no heat or sparks, making it suitable for cut-
ting virtually any material. 

“The equipment is portable and designed to operate 
both on-site and underwater, offering flexibility and 
efficiency in various working conditions.”

Innovation
Continuing their commitment to innovation, Ocean 

Kinetics have made further investments in induction 
heating machines.  

These machines serve a multitude of purposes, 
including heating jammed valves and studs, warming 
pipes to clear blockages, pre and post weld heating for 
welding and stress relief, and various heating tasks 
where the use of naked flames could pose a danger or 
risk damaging components.

Workboats and barges provide cost-effective solution for customers

Supplied by the advertiser or by The Shetland Times photographer if required 
(no guaranteed usage).

This is a news based feature complied by The Shetland Times newsroom.

Friday, 28th February, 2025
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What the feature is about Round-up of “green” news and advice about home energy efficiency, 
renewable energy options, recycling, reducing emissions. This is an 
unmissable feature for all businesses and organisations that have a strong 
desire to help protect the environment. Heating, insulation, scrap or salvage, 
electric motoring, renewable technology, funding bodies and others with 
eco-friendly products, services or initiatives can let everyone know about 
their great efforts and actions and availability through this annual feature.

Energy Efficiency and Recycling
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Energy Efficiency, Renewables
& Recycling Friday,

22nd March, 2024

YOUR HOME, POWERED BY

RE-NEW-ABLE
SOLUTIONS

LEARN MORE AT: WWW.NORDRI.CO.UK
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RE-NEW-ABLE
SOLUTIONS

LEARN MORE AT: WWW.NORDRI.CO.UK
07796 213 506 

• Mitsubishi Accredited 
Installer of Air Source 
Heat Pumps

• Over 80 MCS 
registered installs

• Ideal for new builds, 
renovations or retro 
fit

• Full survey, design 
and install service

• 7 year warranty

duncan-fraser 
@hotmail.com

Nordri is busy in expanding renewable technology
In 2023 Nordri was busy and expanding with over 100 installs of renewable technology, including solar PV, 

wind turbines, battery storage and EV chargers. 
By utilising and embracing the best knowledge, skills and products, Nordri has been helping to reduce Shet-

land’s energy bills and carbon footprint.
Every project is designed, supplied and installed by Nordri’s own local team.
With over 11 years’ experience delivering bespoke solutions, Nordri has established themselves as the leading 

renewable authority in Shetland.
Project manager Gregor Work said that he has seen an average saving of over £170 per month for solar PV 

domestic customers.
With an increase in reliable battery storage, customers are seeing the benefit of storing and using their energy 

at times that suit their needs. An additional advantage to EV customers is that they can charge their vehicles on 
energy that would have previously been exported.

By optimising a wind turbine, customers have the potential to not only reduce energy bills but to lower them 
to a negligible level when used in conjunction with energy storage systems – an advantage that many customers 
have taken up.

Nordri’s all-round approach to supporting domestic and commercial customer needs allows Nordri to take on 
and complete a range of jobs in mechanical and project engineering, electrical contracting and tie these into our 
renewable energy sector – taking expertise from all areas and applying these to a growing renewable sector from 
start to finish.

People in Shetland are embracing renewable technologies and seeing it as an opportunity to invest in renew-
able energy and their homes. 

If you would like any information on renewable technology options, please get in touch.
Nordri solutions are “Shetland proof”: bold, cutting edge and built to last.

Supplied by the advertiser or by The Shetland Times photographer if required 
(no guaranteed usage).

Supplied by the advertiser (300 words).

Friday, 21st March, 2025

Energy Efficiency,  
Renewables & Recycling
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A fabulous opportunity for businesses offering goods and services to 
help each happy couple plan their perfect wedding. Be part of their big day 
with suits, dresses, shoes, jewellery, kilt hire, local knitwear, hairdressing, 
fragrances, photography, floral bouquets, hall hire, bar services, outside 
catering, giftware, hotel services, accommodation lets, local tours, music 
hire, band bookings, cake making, wedding favours, vehicle hire, car rental 
or maybe even horse and cart hire. Let them know you’re here to assist 
them!

Weddings
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Weddings Friday,
29th March, 2024

Weddings

TIED THE KNOT, SPECIAL ANNIVERSARIES 
OR COMPLETED YOUR STUDIES?

Send your photo (or ask your photographer) of your special event to: editorial@shetlandtimes.co.uk

We will publish your photo
for FREE 

SOUND HALL
For your wedding day.  

Intimate ceremony and reception  
to a large full day celebration.

Call: 01595 741390
Email: soundhallbookings@gmail.com

Perfumes and Aftershaves For
Every Occasion

141 Commercial Street, Lerwick
www.refanshetland.co.uk

@refanshetland

Perfumes and Aftershaves for 
Every Occasion

141 Commercial Street, Lerwick
www.refanshetland.co.uk

@refanshetland

Get the finishing touches at Refan
On your special day, you and your 
guests will want to add those finish-
ing touches to your outfits – which 
will include that all-important 
fragrance. Refan has a selection of 
more than 100 different high quality 
perfumes and aftershaves at our 
their shop on Lerwick’s Commer-
cial Street. 

They also have hair perfumes 
that will make your hair smell 
lovely and look shiny, and little 
10ml roll-on perfumes in their 
most popular fragrances that are 
small enough for any purse. 

There are also a variety of items 
suitable for wedding gifts, favours 
and bridesmaids gifts.

One-stop hall to meet your needs
Sound Hall is your one-stop hall 
for all your wedding requirements.

The hall is fully registered to 
hold your ceremony and recep-
tion. The Baila Room has capacity 
for 60 people, while the main hall 
can accommodate 180 people for 
a meal, and 250 for an evening 
reception. 

Available for hire is a fully 
functional kitchen, tablecloths and 
chair covers. Included in the two-
and-a-half day hire is the set up, 
the big day itself and the return to 
take away decorations. 

It also includes the bridal room, 
bar staff and cleaners. For more 
information call 01595 741390 or 
email  soundhallbookings@gmail.
com.

Jamieson’s put you on 
the road to happiness

Jamieson’s Coaches has a range 
of vehicles available to hire for 
wedding parties, from eight-seater 
minibuses up to full size coaches. 

Any transport requirements can 
be accommodated to ensure that 
guests reach their destination on 

time and in a comfortable manner. 
Jamieson’s takes pride in its 

modern and clean fleet, which is 
accompanied by  professional and 
punctual drivers. 

Get in touch to find out how 
they can assist with your big day.

One-stop hall to meet your needs

A helping hand to 
plan for the big day
After the engagement celebrations you will want to start 
and plan your wedding day.

Here are a couple of facts from Hitched UK that may 
bring you back down to earth with a bump. The average cost 
of a wedding in the UK is £20,700, and it can take 12-24 
months to arrange, which may come as a sobering thought.

 However, this is the average for the UK, and does not 
necessarily apply to here in Shetland. Costs will depend 

on the size and style of wedding, or whether you are 
going to have a traditional day or something a bit more 
unconventional. 

Whether you are a bridezilla or a bridechilla, bride-
groom or mother or father-of-the-bride, you will want the 
best – and the businesses in this feature aspire to make 
your special day one to remember, however you decide 
to tie the knot. 

Supplied by the advertiser.
Supplied by the advertiser (75 words).
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Celebrating all the watery pursuits many locals and spectators look 
forward to participating in. These include sailing, boat hire, diving, fishing, 
boat tours, wild water swimming, kayaking and water sports to name 
a few. We focus on leisure pursuits and those who provide the products 
and services around the isles and also include boat building, equipment 
maintenance and repair.  

On the Water
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MARINE REPAIR CENTRE
 ●  Mercury diesel - Main dealer
 ●  Yanmar Marine - Main dealer
 ●  Mariner outboards - Main dealer
 ●  Tohatsu outboards - Main dealer
 ●  Nanni marine diesels - Main dealer
 ●  Volkswagen Marine - Sales and service
 ●  MerCruiser - Inboards & out drives
 ●  Hydraulic hose manufacture - Portable machine
 ●  Mariner/MerCruiser computer diagnostics
 ●  Outboard dyno testing
 ●  Servicing and repairs to all types of boats 
 ●  Supply of all types of boat equipment
 ●  Refits of pleasure & commercial craft
 ●  Fibreglass boat repairs
 ●  Steel and aluminium welding and fabrication

Tel: 01806 566627
Mob: 07721 887751 ● Email: ian@iieng.co.uk

Website: www.iieng.co.uk
Irvine Building   Symbister Ness
Whalsay   Shetland   ZE2 9AA
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Irvine Building, Symbister Ness,  
Whalsay, Shetland, ZE2 9AA.

Plain sailing towards a buoyant season 
Lerwick Port Authority manages all harbour-related 

activities in the town – and it is anticipating 
another lively and busy port in the coming months.

And safety and preparation is paramount, says har-
bourmaster Alexander Simpson.

With the dark winter nights passed, and warmer 
weather and longer days beckoning, we will see more 
activity appearing on the water – particularly in Shet-
land’s main seaborne gateway.

On top of around 148 cruise ships, they are preparing 
to welcoming up to 600 yachts, with the first arrivals 
already making their way into the harbour.

There are also a number of yacht races – the main 
two being the Round Britain and Ireland race, which 
will see participants calling in between 25-28th May, 
while the Shetland Race between Bergen and Lerwick 
will coincide with midsummer between 19th and 23rd 
June.

There will also be the usual yachting events and the 
inter-club regatta.

Capt Simpson said: “We always enjoy our yacht 
visitors, with the first bunch already calling in. We are 
expecting a bumper year of around 500 to 600 yachts 
in total.”

Tens of thousands of cruise ships passengers – and 
crews – are expected to pass through the port amid what 
is hoped to be the busiest cruise season in Lerwick yet.

Capt Simpson said: “The actual number of ships 
expected is fluctuating, but we have 149 booked in at 
the moment.”

The first of those was the 216-metre Ambition, with 
1,002 mainly British passengers, with a number also 
from America and the Netherlands. She arrived late last 
month to herald the start of what is sure to be a packed 

The Statsraad Lehmkuhl on a recent visit to Lerwick Harbour, with the pilot boat Knab in the foreground.

Ian Irvine is reaching new heights after 28 years
It has been 28 years since Ian Irvine 
started his own engineering firm in 
Whalsay, Ian Irvine Engineering, 
but he is still as passionate as ever 
about his work.

The firm recently started operat-
ing a ship lift which can transport 
vessels of up to 30 feet and nine 
tonnes.

Instead of having to wait for fer-
ries to get trucks into Whalsay, Mr 
Irvine can now head down to the 
marina and lift the boats out to take 
directly to his workshop – making it 
“far easier” for his customers. 

“The biggest thing we’ve done 
recently is get our ship lift going,” 
he said.

“I can take boats right out the 
water and take them right inside 
to work with them in the shed,” he 
added.

There is no problem of space in 
his 1,000 metre-squared Symbister 
workshop either, being able to take 
a number of vessels at one time

It is not only smaller vessels 
that Mr Irvine caters for. He can 
also often be found at the Symb-
ister Pier making repairs to the 
pelagic fleet.

Mr Irvine both sells and main-
tains marine engines, as well as 
designing and fabricating a wide 
range of equipment for the fishing 
industry.Ian Irvine in his working in Whalsay.   Photo: Ivan Reid

So if you have a job that  
needs doing, and it requires 
engines, nuts and bolts or weld-

ing, then get in touch with Mr  
Irvine and his family-run  
business. 

summer season. The Viking Venus unfortunately passed 
Shetland by at the weekend because of the weather.

Others include the massive Royal Princess, at 330 
metres, and the even bigger 332-metre long Virtuosa 
– each carrying several thousand passengers and crew 
and both expected to visit next month.

Capt Simpson said: “Overall it looks pretty good. 
You always get some cancellations, and there will 
be occasions when some ships will be in on the same 
days.”

On top of the cruise visitors there will be five sail 
training vessels making regular visits, including the 
popular Norwegian Statsraad Lehmkuhl. 

She has already called in twice so far this year – with 
another planned later this year – with the Polish ship 
Dar Melodzey also calling in later this month.

Capt Simpson added: “All this activity in the harbour 
is good news, not just to us, but also to those companies 
servicing all these visitors.”

There are also the visitors coming to the harbour via 

the NorthLink ferries, and the usual reminder is given to 
foreign tourists who are driving – stay to the left.

Meanwhile, there are also all the regular users of the 
harbour, including fishing boats, supply vessels, tour 
boats and local leisure users.

Capt Simpson is keen to remind those using the har-
bour that safety remains a high priority when anyone is 
taking to the water. 

“Water safety is critically important,” he said.
“When anybody is undertaking a trip out to sea they 

should prepare well for that by checking their vessel is 
fit to go to sea.

“We have a code of conduct for small craft and boat-
ing in the harbour, most of it simple common sense, 
along with a set of watercraft procedures with desig-
nated areas for kayaking, water and jet ski-ing, along 
with a list of launching sites.”

He added: “A good check of the hull, on board elec-
tronics, fittings. They should also have their boat engine 
properly services by a local specialist.

“Before heading out on a trip, they should undertake 
a short test trip before committing to a longer trip.

“They should prepare onboard safety equipment and 
ensure that everything is ready to function, should it be 
needed for an emergency – and before they head out.

“Then check the weather forecast, have a plan for the 
voyage, make someone is aware of that plan and don’t 
deviate from the plan.

“They can always carry out a radio check with port 
control or Shetland Coastguard just to make sure that 
they have good comms and have someone else informed 
as to what they are doing.”

You can find more information on Lerwick Harbour 
and its usage on the Lerwick Port Authority website.

Taken by The Shetland Times photographer (no guaranteed usage).
The Shetland Times newsroom will contact companies for their editorial.

On the Water
Friday, 11th April, 2025



What the feature is about

Feature

Editorial

Photography

 9

|  Friday, 19th April, 2024  |  The Shetland Times18

Friday,
19th April, 2024

National Pet 
Month

National Pet 
Month 

Buddie leaps in to win 
our photo competition
This year’s Shetland Times Picture Your Pet competi-
tion has again been hugely popular with hundreds of 
entries over the last few weeks.

The winner, selected by vets across the isles, was 
Amanda Sherwood with a lovely picture of a wind-
swept-looking Buddie.

She wins a voucher from competition sponsors Shet-
land Vets, worth £50.

Second place was awarded to Sarah Kay with a very 
special photo of her cat Bobby. She wins a £25 goodie 
bag.

And third place went to Helen Robertson with a pic-
ture of her collie Misty, sitting proudly at a cliff edge. 
She wins a £15 goodie bag.

The entries ranged from the usual dogs and cats, to 
rabbits, budgies, poultry, guinea pigs, a parrot and a tor-
toise … and a ferret.

Karen Williamson, one of the Shetland Vets direc-
tors, said: “Thank you for so many lovely photos.

“There were so many photos with such a wide range 
of pets. The quantity and quality of the photos were 
really high, so it took the judges a lot of time to decide 
on the winners.

“It was a really difficult job. It really did take a 
long time to narrow the winners down to a top three. 
The three winners, I think, are lovely and deserved 
winners.

“Well done to all of those who entered.”

Runner-up Bobby, owned by Sarah Kay.

Ensure that you keep your beloved pet insured
Have you ever thought about 
what would happen if your pet 
becomes suddenly ill or has an 
accident? 

If you are unsure if pet insur-
ance is worth it, consider how you 
would deal with an unexpected bill. 
Costs can vary depending on the 
treatment and where you are, but it 

can go into the hundreds, and often 
thousands, of pounds. 

Owning a pet is a privilege and 
you must take into account the 
costs of seeing a vet when taking 
on this responsibility. 

Also take into account our 
remote location in Shetland, our 
vets are highly skilled but some-

Third placed Misty, owned by Helen Robertson.Winner Buddie, owned by Amanda Sherwood.

times a trip to the mainland is 
necessary to see a specialist at a 
referral practice for more complex 
injuries and conditions, where 
treatment costs can suddenly 
become a lot higher due to complex 
care involved.

Pet insurance is there to help 
provide cover for veterinary fees if 
your pet becomes ill or gets injured, 
it can give you peace of mind that 
you can afford the veterinary care 
your pet may need. There are other 
benefits which may include:
● Third party liability if your 

dog were to injure someone or 
damage their property.
● They may reimburse you the 

price you paid for your pet if they 
become lost, stolen or if they die 
due to an injury or illness before a 
certain age.
● Cover the costs for advertising 

a reward for a lost or stolen pet.
● If you have to go into hospital 

for emergency medical treatment 
they may cover the cost for a third 
party to look after your pet.
● The cost of your holiday if it 

is cancelled because your pet needs 

emergency surgery close to the date 
you were due to leave.
● Euthanasia, cremation and 

burial – your policy may contain 
cover for the costs of your pet 
being put to sleep and cremation or 
burial.

Some policies do have exclu-
sions such as pre-existing condi-
tions (conditions that your pet had 
before your policy is taken out), 
anything related to pregnancy and 
birth and on routine or planned 
treatments (such as neutering, vac-
cinations, etc). 

It’s important to check the 
exclusions and also note that most 
policies have a 10-30 day waiting 
period after the start date before 
you can make a claim.

There are a few different levels 
of cover available for your pet:
● Lifetime cover is the most 

comprehensive and they will pay 
out indefinitely for treatment over 
your pet’s lifetime, subject to 
annual limits. These can be a per- 
condition, per-year cover limit or 
set annual amount.
● Non-lifetime cover which can 

be split into two main types: Per 

condition cover – this pays a lim-
ited amount for each condition and 
once that limit has been reached, 
the insurers stop covering it; and 
time-limited cover – this will have 
both a monetary and a time limit, 
typically 12 months from the con-
dition starting.
● Accident only cover which is 

usually the cheapest and most basic 
type of insurance and does not 
cover illnesses.

All pets can be covered whether 
they are furry, scaly, feathery, large, 
small, domestic or working – there 
are a range of policies out there to 
suit your individual needs.

If you are do find yourself in 
the unfortunate position of having 
to make a claim on your pet insur-
ance, our designated staff are 
always at hand to give advice and 
guide you through this process. 

Shetland Vets’ staff are always 
happy to chat about pet insurance 
and you can pop into any of our 
practices to pick up a voucher for 
five weeks free pet insurance to 
start your cover while you look at 
different insurance options for your 
beloved pet.

She wins a £15 goodie bag.

The entries ranged from the usual dogs and cats, to 
rabbits, budgies, poultry, guinea pigs, a parrot and a tor-

Karen Williamson, one of the Shetland Vets direc-

“There were so many photos with such a wide range 
of pets. The quantity and quality of the photos were 

Runner-up Bobby, owned by Sarah Kay.
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GOTT
CATS

BOARDING 
CATTERY

Phone: 
01595 840275 or

07788 981653
www.gottcats.co.uk

Handmade healthy 
treats made in 

Shetland using only 
natural ingredients.

The   UltiMUTT    Treat!!

We’re on Facebook 
T: 07493 058806   ●   E: shetlanddogbarkery@aol.com 

To mark this annual national event, a celebration of pets and the many 
benefits they bring to their owners, we cover responsible ownership and pet 
care. We run a “Picture Your Pet” competition and feature the top three as 
judged by the sponsors of the competition. Participants enter photographs 
of their pets through our www.facebook.com/ShetlandTimes page.

National Pet Month

Supplied by participants and advertiser (no guaranteed usage).

The Shetland Times newsroom will contact companies for their editorial.

National Pet MonthNational Pet Month 
Friday, 18th April, 2025
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What the feature is about Gardening and outdoor DIY is such a favourite pastime for many 
islanders that they are often longing for spring to get their projects under 
way. Sheds and fences need painting, flowers need potting, paths need laying, 
decking needs building, hedges need trimming, grass needs mowing, trees 
need pruning, gardens need landscaping, you know the drill! The variety 
of businesses that advertise with us keeps growing so if you stock or offer 
anything related to gardening and outdoor DIY, this is the feature for you.

Gardening and Outdoor DIY
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DEALS NOW LIVE

Jewson Lerwick, 5D Gremista Industrial Estate, Lerwick, ZE1 0PX  01595 696 373

LANDSCAPING
SORTED
ARTIFICIAL GRASS COMPOSITE DECKING

£15.95
EXC. VAT PER M2

£19.14
INC. VAT PER M2

FROM

£22.99
EXC. VAT PER BOARD

£27.59
INC. VAT PER BOARD

GARDENIS
ARTIFICIAL GRASS
35MM HORIZON
GPP07253 GPP07002 -  Stone Grey

GPP 07003 - Anthracite
Other colours available.

GARDENIS DECKING

Stone Grey Anthracite

•Board dimensions
22mmx140mmx3660mm

£6.93
EXC. VAT PER M
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Pavetuf 
Installation 

Products

Luxigraze 30 Premium 
Artifi cial Grass

Terrafuzion 
Composite 
Decking

Natural Paving Stone Vitripiazza Porcelain

Contact us 
for more 
detail on 

our amazing 
landscaping 

offers 
delivered 

directly to 
your door !

Time of the year to return 
to your gardening duties
The days are getting longer and the time is coming 
fast to get back out and about in the garden.

And the brighter days also bring the chance to, 
at last, get to those outdoor DIY jobs that have long 
been put off.

Despite the some times difficult conditions 
endured by gardeners in the isles, it is a past-time 
that has always proved popular.

The Shetland Times is today on hand to provide a 
quick and easy guide to source the necessary tools, 
equipment and services that may be needed to keep 
your garden looking blooming lovely.

There is plenty of inspiration to be found in 
the pages of this feature to encourage folk to get 
involved.

Whether you are simply looking for a packet of 
seeds to grow colourful summer blooms, or some 
heavy plant to prepare for a bigger gardening pro-
ject, local suppliers are available to provide for all 
your needs.

Whatever you are planning – be it patio, paving, 
fencing, or simply growing your own fruit and veg – 
its that time of year again to up tools and get dellin’ 
in the garden.

You can also rely on honest and helpful advice 
from those who know what is needed to ensure you 
enjoy a successful growing season.

There are lots of options available, and a glance 
through these pages will confirm what Shetland 
businesses can offer – at very competitive prices.

Showcasing outdoor space
Here at Jewson Lerwick we understand the 
importance of having your perfect outdoor 
space, which is why we have built a new dis-
play outside the front of the branch. 

This showcases several products, along 
with a guide to make it easier for you to select 
your products. 

Our stock holding now includes compos-
ite fencing and decking via Talasey, which is 
more durable with the strong weather we face 
here on the island. 

We also offer Gripsure and Walksure red-
wood decking, which has proven popular 
with customers as it offers a non-slip rubber 
surface. 

Choosing aggregates for decorative pur-
poses to finish off the outdoor space has also 
been improved with several new products 
now in stock. Jewson offer a wide range of artifical grass.

Vaila Anderson, granddaughter of Da Barn owners James and Carol Titcomb, in among the lupins. 

Supplied by the advertiser or by The Shetland Times photographer if required 
(no guaranteed usage).

Supplied by the advertiser (100 words).

Gardening &
 Outdoor DIY

Friday, 2nd May, 2025
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The Cake Fridge is Shetland’s 
Original and most famous 

Honesty Cake Fridge!

Also right next door is our 
Croft House Gift Shop  

and Tea Room –  
Open May to September.

Address: Roadside, East Burrafirth, Bixter, ZE2 9NE
Phone: 01595 810911  |  Email: cakefridge@gmail.com

        @originalcakefridge-shetland

Tabnabs & Treats @
The Silly Sheep
Gluten free baking,  

home made jams & treats
 tabnabs_treats_sillysheep
 Tabnabs & Treats at The Silly Sheep
www.sillysheepfibrecompany.com
Punds, Walls, Shetland Islands ZE2 9PF

Cake Fridges 
 & Honesty Boxes

Get a taste of the best honesty boxes 
in the isles – as the truth is out there
Cake fridges and honesty boxes have become 
a well-loved Shetland institution and are 
destinations in their own right.

In recent years, since the first one 
opened in East Burrafirth, they 

have proliferated, as more and more 
people value the quality of the local 
produce on offer. Each one is dif-
ferent, with baking both traditional 
and innovative, as well as jams, 
eggs, meat, souvenirs – and even 
fairies.

Marina’s Kitchen Cabinet, 
in Papil, Burra, boasts a delicious 
selection of freshly made good-

ies. As well as her cakes, there are 
chutneys, jam made with local 
rhubarb, and very special “Sunday 
puddings” – finishing touches to 
leisurely lunches. These hugely 
popular puddings range from 
cheesecake, sticky toffee pudding, 
frangipane tarts and individual tri-
fles, to an innovative “chifle”, a 
trifle with a cheesecake layer plus 
raspberries (local, where possible),  
and white chocolate. Puddings are 

thoughtfully made in one or two 
portions – not everyone wants a 
large shop-bought cheesecake, for 
example, which would either be 
wasted or, more likely, eaten.

Marina’s best selling cakes 
include millionaire’s shortbread, 
always a favourite, melting 
moments and broonies. There are 
also porridge oat biscuits. Oatcakes 
are available too, together with 
Shetland floury bannocks on Sat-
urdays and Sundays – these appar-
ently simple foods are notoriously 
tricky to get right. Marina, who reg-
ularly produces six dozen at a time, 
has regular customers who rely on 
her for a week’s supply. “It keeps 
me busy,” she said.

At present the cabinet is open 
every day, but will be closed for 
holidays from 27th June, re-open-
ing on 20th July.

However, from August it will 
operate only one weekend a 
month. Marina currently spends 
whole days baking, packaging and 
labelling her goods. But after the 
summer she will take things more 
easily.

Jillian Mouat’s Picnic Press at 
Clumlie, in the South Mainland, is 
a welcome break for anyone head-
ing south. And it has picnic benches 

where you can eat the goodies. This 
year Jillian has introduced a new 
bake in her “Saat Brack Slice”, a 
salted caramel flapjack, using Shet-
land salt – she is “passionate” about 
using local produce wherever pos-
sible. She also likes to vary the tex-
ture and taste of her creations.

Her press, now in its third year, 
has done “really well”, and kept her 
busy – she can produce hundreds 
of fancies in a day. Popular brands 
include millionaire’s shortbread, 
brownies, mint slice and lemon 
drizzle. Another best-seller has 
been the “Dunrossness Primary 
chocolate crunch”. She was gifted 
the recipe of the dessert which 
was popular at the school in the 
1980s and 90s, and said: “It’s very 
nostalgic.”

Many of her recipes have gluten-
free or dairy-free options. Jillian 
said: “I have a real focus to make 
them inclusive,” so that all family 
members, even those with special 
requirements, can enjoy the treats. 
They have all been tested on Jil-
lian’s family to make sure they taste 
as good as the original versions. All 
are clearly labelled.

The Picnic Press operates for 
the “picnic season”, from after the 
Easter holidays to the middle of 

September. Then, at the end of the 
season, there is a “supper dance” 
to thank the community for their 
support. Admission is free and last 
year’s was a great success, with a 
vast age range from bairns to older 
folk getting together. Donations 
taken on the night came to £1,250, 
which was given to Shetland’s 
Macmillan nurses. Jillian’s focus is 
on bringing the community together 
as getting out and about is good for 
mental health. She said: “That’s the 
main force for the Picnic Press, I’m 
passionate about it.”

Twelve years ago Lynn Johnson 
placed a sign outside her home in 
East Burrafirth advertising “fresh 
home baking”.

Her wares proved popular as 
people flocked to get a taste of high 
quality locally produced goods, 
and her enterprise expanded.  
Now The Original Cake Fridge 
has a picnic area, a cafe and a car 
park, has won a national award 
and has been visited by acting 
royalty for the Shetland TV  
crime series.

And it is as popular as ever. As 
well as cakes, hot and cold drinks 
are available plus a selection of 
gifts. In the picnic area, folk can “sit 
and watch the world go by”, Lynn 

said, and relax in the peaceful sur-
roundings near the Burn of Lunklet. 
The tea room is currently open from 
Wednesdays to Sundays, 11am to 
4pm – hopefully seven days a week 
shortly – and visitors, intrigued by 
the concept of a cake fridge, often 
ask for change so that they can 
experience the honesty box. 

In fact, some are so intrigued that 
they come at 2am to make sure the 
fridge lives up to its 24/7, 365 days 
a year promise. And Americans 
have been known to come in taxis 
to see the fridge after it featured in 
the Shetland drama.

The fridge contains a substantial 
tiffin range, cup cakes, including 
a rhubarb and vanilla variety, an 
“old school” iced sponge cake, and, 
Lynn said: “I can’t make enough 
coffee cake.” Dietary requirements 
are catered for with a popular glu-
ten-free lemon meringue cake and  
a “yummy” vegan chocolate cake. 

Also very popular are sweetened 
oatcakes known as “Lynn’s grub 
box biscuits”. Although they are a 
“labour of love” to make, custom-
ers drive miles especially for them.

Lynn’s “very hard work” over 
the years has paid off and recently 
she gained a Visit Scotland Taste 
Our Best award. She paid tribute 

The Fairy Hut.Strawberry and cream cupcakes on offer at Marina’s Kitchen Cabinet.

North Roe’s enchanted Snack 
Shack, and whimsical goodies 
from The Shetland Fairy.
School house, North Roe, ZE1 9RY

What Three Words:
///intruded.frozen.dinner

The Shetland Fairy 

www.theshetlandfairy.comwww.theshetlandfairy.com

Selling fresh home baking from an outdoor fridge or placing home 
grown items in honesty boxes for the public to purchase has become a 
Shetland phenomenon! Make sure everyone out on their travels, from locals 
to those visiting our islands, knows all about your delicious offerings. That’s 
a win, win for everyone!

Cake Fridges and Honesty Boxes

Supplied by the advertiser or by The Shetland Times photographer if required 
(no guaranteed usage).

 The Shetland Times newsroom will contact companies for their editorial.

Friday, 23rd May, 2025

Cake Fridges 
 & Honesty Boxes
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Viking wind farm will use the 
natural power of Shetland 
to generate clean renewable 
energy that will help secure 
Scotland’s energy future.

For more information visit
sserenewables.com/onshore-wind

Building the 
green energy 
needed now

Shetland  
Climate Festival

The Shetland Climate Festival gets under way in Lerwick 
tomorrow – celebrating the efforts being made locally to tackle 
climate change.

The major event at Clickimin Leisure Centre aims to give the 
public an opportunity to see the work being done by a host of 
exhibitors attending.

Shetland Islands Council’s own climate change programme 
teams will also be on hand to speak about their work relating 
to climate change, energy usage and biodiversity across  
Shetland.

The aim is to “celebrate the work being done in Shetland to 
mitigate our emissions and adapt to climate change”.

The team’s Lizzy Clark said: “We wish to put our work in 
context of the wider picture, so we have invited renewable 
energy companies, community development companies, 
conservation organisations, scientists, and local community  
groups.”

Exhibitors will be in the bowls hall all day, including 
representatives from Arven Wind Farm, Foula Electricity, 
Islands Centre for Net Zero, North Yell Development Company, 
Sheap, Statkarft, UHI Shetland and many others.

There will also be a series of workshops and talks hosted by 
a number of experts, being held in the bowlers bar and loch 
bar. These cover a wide range of topics offering the chance to 
learn more about climate and nature initiative, technology and 
history.

This year will also have BookBug, running a session in the 
morning for bairns and their parents. 

Throughout the rest of the day there will be an area set up 
just for kids where they can learn all about climate, current and 
future technologies – everything from robots to turbines. 

There will also be a small sustainable craft fair with gifts 
and goods made by local creators from recycled and recyclable 
materials.

The event runs from 10am to 4pm. For more information 
go to the Shetland Climate Festival wesbite where there is a 
downloadable programme of events.

A concept drawing of the rural energy hub at Brae Youth Centre by Colin 
Ross Workshop.

Celebrating the 
efforts to tackle 
climate change

Brae is first with an energy hub
Plans are underway to transform 
the Brae Youth Centre in Brae into 
the first rural energy hub

As part of the Innovate 
UK funded project, the joint 
initiative between Aquatera, 
Shetland Islands Council, Orkney 
Islands Council, the European 
Marine Energy Centre, and 
Community Energy Scotland has 
£5 million funding to support 
decarbonisation efforts in 
Shetland and Orkney.

The element of the project to set 
up a pilot rural energy hub in Brae 
aims to make improvements to 
the youth centre so it is a warmer, 
more energy efficient building 
for all the community groups 
that currently use is – as well as 
adding new facilities and services 
to demonstrate the concept of the 
hub.

These will include shared 
working spaces, rapid charging 
facilities, renewable energy 
generation, a car club and e-bikes 
location. 

Charging points for electric 
buses and HGVs, enabling them 
to undertake longer routes, are 
also being considered, along with 
local heating solutions. 

There will also be services 
based in the hub to support 
individuals and businesses to 
decarbonise their homes and 
businesses, such as getting 
electric cars and chargers, solar 
and batteries and low carbon 
heating options.

Partners have been working 
very closely with the Brae Youth 
Centre committee to incorporate 

existing facilities with future 
plans. 

One of the main priorities is 
to make the building as future 
proofed as possible by retrofitting 
insulation and the installation 
of an efficient heating system. 
Renewables such as solar and 
battery storage are also being 
considered. 

A number of stakeholder 
meetings have taken place over 
the last three months to set out an 
infrastructure plan for the refit of 
the Brae hub along with a business 
model and governance plan. 

There has been great 
engagement from various groups 
including the youth centre 
committee, Brae Youth Club, 
Astral Aerials and the Living Well 
Hub. 

These working group meetings 

have helped to give a clear idea 
what will work for the local area 
and how a place-based approach 
to accelerate decarbonisation can 
benefit the community. 

The input of everyone involved 
has been instrumental in getting 
a clearer picture of how the hub 
might look as the project moves 
into its next phase.

On completion of the project, it 
is intended that the youth centre 
will be a multi-functional service 
provider: an educator, a social 
support system, a workplace, an 
information centre, and a place of 
welcome and fun.

The rural energy hubs team will 
be attending the Climate Festival 
tomorrow to provide further 
information.

Claire Ferguson, the SIC 
climate change strategy team 

leader, said: ‘It’s great to see the 
Brae rural energy hub project 
progressing, and the high level of 
engagement and input from the 
Brae Youth Centre committee and 
the community.

“Since the project began 
in February, we have been 
collaborating with the youth 
club committee to map the 
multiple existing uses of the youth 
centre with the new activities 
that the rural energy hub will 
bring; and the improvements 
to the infrastructure of the Brae 
Hall that will be put in place 
to support all the uses of the  
building. 

“Progress is also being made 
on the wider elements of the 
project, including the transport 
connectivity review of the North 
Mainland, the Brae district 
heating scheme feasibility study 
and the electric bus pilot. 

“We’re delighted to have an 
opportunity to speak about the 
rural energy hub project in more 
detail at the Shetland Climate 
Festival.”

The Brae Youth Centre 
Committee said: “We are excited 
at the proposed upgrades to our 
community centre, giving us the 
ability to offer more inclusive 
space for all types of activities. 

“The introduction of the 
rural energy hub in our area is a  
fantast ic  and impor tant 
opportunity. 

“The project plan being to 
promote and offer information 
and facilities to reduce our carbon 
footprint.”

Friday, 13th June, 2025

Shetland Climate Festival

Focusing on the important issue of climate related news, we bring 
together a host of businesses with strong links to this sector. Published in 
the same week as the national event, we produce articles covering waste, sea 
litter, energy savings, recycling, future energy, growing local, biodiversity, 
insulation and all relevant climate services helping to combat the challenges 
of climate change.

Supplied by the advertiser or by The Shetland Times photographer if required 
(no guaranteed usage).

This is a news based feature compiled by The Shetland Times newsroom 
although participating businesses may supply their own editorial text (400 
word maximum).

Shetland Climate Festival
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6. John Jamieson
7. Sheltie Knitters
8. Jane Porter-Jacobs
9. Vidlin Pottery & Studio
10. Mandy Hunter Artist & Illustrator
11. Linda Richardson
12. Peerie Oorick
13. Auld Manse
14. Shetland Jewellery
15. Mareel 
16. The Shetland Artisan Shop
17. Jamieson’s Knitwear
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23. Aister Studio
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28. West Lynne Wool
29. Neilanell
30. Linda Newington-Painting and Prints
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33. The Fair Isle Textile Workshop
34. Mati Ventrillon
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CRAFT TRAIL:
1. Glansin Glass
2. The Shetland Gallery 
3. The Old Haa
4. The Pottery, North Roe
5. The Fairy Hut
6. John Jamieson
7. Sheltie Knitters
8. Jane Porter-Jacobs
9. Vidlin Pottery & Studio
10. Mandy Hunter Artist & Illustrator
11. Linda Richardson
12. Peerie Oorick
13. Auld Manse
14. Shetland Jewellery
15. Mareel 
16. The Shetland Artisan Shop
17. Jamieson’s Knitwear
18. Speldiburn Cafe
19. Sarah Kay Arts
20. The Annex Shetland
21. Design by Deborah 
22. Donna Smith Designs
23. Aister Studio

24. Wild About Art
25. Shetland Woollen Co.
26. Karlin Anderson
27. Paparwark Furniture
28. West Lynne Wool
29. Neilanell
30. Linda Newington-Painting and Prints
31. Shetland Handspun
32. JuSt Shetland
33. The Fair Isle Textile Workshop
34. Mati Ventrillon

www.shetlandartsandcrafts.co.uk
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Bridge EndBridge End
Outdoor CentreOutdoor Centre
OFFERS CAMPING AND SELF-CATERING 

ACCOMMODATION IN A BEAUTIFUL SETTING

Group accommodation for 
£250 per night 

*maximum of 26 people.
Caravans £20 per night, tents £10.

*minimum charge for centre hire £160

Centre also available for 
parties/events/training courses

www.bridgeendoutdoors.com | info@bridgeendoutdoors.com
Find us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter @burraoutdoors

Oot Oot AbootAbootandand

Branch out to Bridge End
The Bridge end Outdoor Centre was once the 
school for the local area, but it is now run by a 
voluntary committee and offers accommodation 
to groups looking to enjoy Shetland’s spectacular 
landscape.

The building itself provides self-catering 
facilities for parties, while the grounds can 
accommodate caravans, boats and tents.

The centre also offers accommodation for 
individuals by arrangement. Please call in advance 
for more information. 

The centre has full kitchen and dining facilities 
along with a comfortable sitting area.

This is a suitable area for lectures, workshops 
and recreation, and free wifi is provided. There is 
also disabled access toilets and showers, as well as 
a fully equipped laundry and drying room.

In the past pupils would each bring a piece 
of peat for the schoolhouse fire, but now there 

are electric storage heaters in the public areas, 
supplemented by panel heaters in the dormitories.

The islands of East and West Burra are known 
for their outstanding scenery and beautiful 
beaches, and have the benefit of a strong island 
community with the convenience of a road bridge 
to mainland Shetland.

There are many good walks as well as 
opportunities to spot seals, otters, birds and other 
wildlife.

The coast is rugged and beautiful with views 
across to Foula. You may even find a secret cave.

There is a well stocked shop in Hamnavoe, and 
Lerwick is only a 20-minute drive away.

Within a 15-mile radius there are many 
amenities and attractions including golf courses, 
cafes, restaurants, leisure centres and more.

Why not head over to the “things to do” page on 
the centre’s website to start your planning.

Bridge End Outdoor Centre.

Take a moment to explore the isles

A map of creative landscape
The strong influence of Shetland’s landscape, 
heritage and culture can be seen in the creative 
output of Shetland’s craftmakers, designers 
and artists – in ceramics, textiles, woodcraft, 
jewellery, photography, printmaking, sculpture, 
painting and much more.

This map of Shetland’s creative landscape 
(below) can lead you on a journey throughout 

Shetland, to craft workshops and open studios, 
from Unst in the north, to Scousburgh and Fair 
Isle in the south – from the island of Bressay in 
the east, to Walls in the west. 

In craft workshops and working studios  
you can meet the artists and designers, 
commission special pieces, or simply shop for 
unique gifts.

A recent craft fair at Clickimin Leisure Centre in Lerwick.

All attractions and events that keep people busy over the summer 
should include themselves in this pull out feature. Retail shops, street stalls, 
country shows, exhibitions, tourist attractions, bus tours, guided tours, 
visitor centres, cafes, eateries, community event fundraisers and places of 
interest – if you’re included in this feature you’ll enjoy the footfall benefits 
of folk being “Oot and Aboot”, if you are not, you’re definitely missing out.

Oot and Aboot

Supplied by the advertiser or by The Shetland Times photographer if required 
(no guaranteed usage).

Supplied by the advertiser (100 words).

Friday, 13th June, 2025

Oot Oot AbootAbootandand
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Celebrating the role of community shops, beyond just the goods they 
are able to supply. Participating businesses are an integral, valued and 
important part of the communities they serve. This is very evident from 
the continued high praise they receive from customers. This feature is a 
celebration of the rural shop, their proprietors, staff and their all-important 
customers. Much appreciated by locals and visiting tourists alike it’s a 
“catch all” feature that gets folk shopping in our rural businesses.

Rural Shops

The Shetland Times  |  Friday, 21st June, 2024  |  19

LICENSED GENERAL MERCHANT – GROCERIES  
GIFTS  – POST OFFICE

T: 01957 744248  ●  E: rshendersonyell@outlook.com
Cullivoe, Yell, Shetland ZE2 9DD

Monday-Wednesday 9am-5pm

Thursday-Friday 9am-6pm  

Saturday 10am-4pm

Sunday Closed

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • TEL 01806 522331

BRAE GARAGE BRAE, SHETLAND ZE2 9QJ

Convenience Store
Shetland Produce

 Milk Fruit
 Bread Vegetables
 Eggs Chocolates
 Meat Fish

Buy local and seasonal
Off-Licence ATM

Filling Station • Garage
Services • MoT Station

Rural Shops
Celebrate and 
support our 
country shops 

1100
1111 1122

1313

99

55 44

Ollaberry ShopOllaberry Shop

Tagon StoresTagon Stores
Tetley & Tetley & 
AndersonAnderson

Aywick ShopAywick Shop

HillshopHillshop

Fetlar ShopFetlar Shop

Skibhoul StoresSkibhoul Stores

Mainland’s MiniMainland’s Minimmarketarket

Skellister StoreSkellister StoressEid Community Co-opEid Community Co-op

Brae GarageBrae Garage

HillswickHillswick Shop Shop
Brough StoreBrough Store

R.S Henderson’sR.S Henderson’s

88

2233

66

77

11

1414

Country shops are a cause for celebration – giving customers a chance 
to buy local produce they won’t find elsewhere, and providing a very 
different shopping experience. 

Rural shops are not merely retail outlets, 
but are so much more. They are important 
to the community fabric, bringing people 
together to interact and share news, while 
also enabling local jobs and produce to be 
supported. 

Even your carbon footprint will be 
smaller. But it is not easy for some shops. 
Today, with our lives in the fast lane, some 

might easily forget the local shop, as they 
head for the supermarkets. But with the 
current unreliability of freight services and 
the call to support local milk, price is often 
not the only consideration when making a 
purchase.

This feature will inform and remind you 
of what you can expect when you choose to 
support local shops.

1313 R.S Henderson
Along with the haulage part of the firm, R.S.Henderson has a shop at Cullivoe.

Originally starting as a mobile shop, it serves the considerable area of North Yell and has 
benefited with the growth of Cullivoe as a port. They even have some folk coming from Unst. 

Boat stores are available. But primarily it provides an extensive range of goods and convenience for local 
folk. 

Having the post office is also a considerable asset, with hydro and mobile top ups available. There 
is a strong concentration on providing local Shetland goods. They also stock cement, animal feed, 
gardening supplies and Calor gas from Rearo. 

This gas for cooking still remains very economical compared with electric. For all your shopping, 
Hendersons have it.

Some of the produce on sale at R.S Henderson.

Taken by The Shetland Times photographer (no guaranteed usage).
The Shetland Times newsroom will contact companies for their editorial.

Rural Shops
Friday, 20th June, 2025

Feature

Editorial

Photography

What the feature is about
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Burra - Scalloway - Lerwick - Scalloway - Burra
Monday to Saturday Sunday

Service 5
Houss - 0755 - 1015 - - - 1415 - - 1704Sat 1804NSat - - - - -
Papil - 0803 - 1023 - - - 1423 - - - - - - - - -
Hamnavoe - 0813 - 1033 - - - 1433 - - 1714Sat 1814NSat - - - - -
Trondra - 0818 - 1038 - - - 1438 - - 1719Sat 1819NSat - - - - -
Blydoit (change here for Service 4 to Lerwick) - 0823 - 1043 - - - 1443 - - 1724Sat 1824NSat - - - - -
Scalloway Health Centre - - - 1046NTh - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Scalloway Hall - 0826 - 1048NTh - - - 1446 - - 1727Sat 1827NSat - - - - -
Sea Road (Tesco) - - - 1058Th - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Esplanade - - - 1101Th - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Service 4
Hamnavoe - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1335 1535 1735
Blydoit - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1345 1545 1745
Port Arthur 0728 0818 0938 1038 1138 1238 1338 1443 1538 1638 1743 1938 2233FSa - - - -
Scalloway Hall 0731 0821 0941 1041 1141 1241 1341 1446 1541 1641 1746 1941 2236FSa 1148 1348 1548 1748
Blydoit 0734 0824 0944 1044 1144 1244 1344 1449 1544 1644 1749 1944 2239FSa - - - -
Hoofields - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1159 1359 1559 1759
Holmsgarth 0745 0835 0955 1055 1155 1255 1355 1500 1555 1655 1800 1955 2250FSa 1203 1403 1603 1803
Viking Bus StaSon (arr) 0749 0839 0959 1059 1159 1259 1359 1504 1559 1659 1804 1959 2254FSa 1207 1407 1607 1807
Viking Bus StaSon (dep) 0750 0840 1010 1110 1210 1310 1415 1510 1610 1715 1910 2120 2300FSa 1300 1500 1700 1900
Esplanade 0751 0841 1011 1111 1211 1311 1416 1511 1611 1716 1911 2121 2301FSa - - - -
Scalloway Road 0753 0843 1013 1113 1213 1313 1418 1513 1613 1718 1913 2123 2303FSa - - - -
Sea Road (Tesco) 0755 0845 1015 1115 1215 1315 1420 1515 1615 1720 1915 2125 2305FSa - - - -
King Harald Street 0757 0847 1017 1117 1217 1317 1422 1517 1617 1722 1917 2127 2307FSa - - - -
North Road 0758 0848 1018 1118 1218 1318 1423 1518 1618 1723 1918 2128 2308FSa - - - -
Holmsgarth 0759 0849 1019 1119 1219 1319 1424 1519 1619 1724 1919 2129 2309FSa 1303 1503 1703 1903
Hoofields - - - - - - - - - - - 2133 2313FSa 1307 1507 1707 1907
Blydoit (change here for Service 5 to Burra) 0810 0900 1030 1130 1230 1330 1435 1530 1630 1735 1930 2144 2324FSa - - - -
Scalloway Hall 0813 0903 1033 1133 1233 1333 1438 1533 1633 1738 1933 2147 2327FSa 1319 1519 1719 1919
Port Arthur 0816 0906 1036 1136 1236 1336 1441 1536 1636 1741 1936 2150 2330FSa - - - -
Blydoit - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1322 1522 1722 -
Hamnavoe - - - - - - - - - - - OnReq - 1332 1532 1732 -

Service 5
Esplanade - - - - - 1313Th - - - - - - - - - - -
Sea Road (Tesco) - - - - - 1316Th - - - - - - - - - - -
Scalloway Hall - 0855 - 1155Tu - 1325NTh - - 1625Sat 1730 - - - - - - -
Scalloway Health Centre - - - 1157Tu - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Blydoit - 0901 - 1203Tu - 1331 - - 1631Sat 1736 - - - - - - -
Trondra - 0906 - 1208Tu - 1336 - - 1636Sat 1741 - - - - - - -
Hamnavoe - 0911 - 1213Tu - 1341 - - 1641Sat 1746 - - - - - - -
Papil - 0921 - 1223Tu - 1351 - - 1651Sat 1756 - - - - - - -
Houss - 0929 - 1231Tu - 1359 - - 1659Sat 1804 - - - - - - -

1

ZetTrans is the statutory body responsible 
for the provision and maintenance of public 
transport services in the Shetland Islands.

Shetland Travel Information App

 < Available from the Google Play store for Android devices

Available from the App Store for Apple devices > 

Voicebank
Check for disruption before you travel: 01595 745744

Tu = Tuesdays only
Th = Thursdays only
NTh = Not on Thursdays
FSa = Fridays and Saturdays only
Sat = Saturdays only
NSat = Not on Saturdays
OnReq = Serves Hamnavoe on Request

No Sunday Service

KEY

Ports & Piers  (Scalloway and rural)

Playing a vital role to the economy, 
key industries, tourism and leisure

BY MARK BURGESS

The smaller ports and piers around our varied and lengthy coast 
continue to make a significant contribution to the economy, leisure, 
tourism and our local key industries. 

Other than the oil supply base, 
everything that happens in the major 
port of Lerwick happens on smaller scale 
from the north of Unst to Fair Isle in the 
south, and Foula in the west and Skerries 
in the east.

In this edition of the Ports and Piers 
feature, we will take a look at the cruise 
ship trade that visit several of our rural 
ports and piers and, in particular, 
the close relationship Fair Isle has 

enjoyed with these ocean travellers for 
generations.

The numbers and tonnage of cruise 
vessels that visit Lerwick during the 
summer season may profoundly eclipse 
the visits to other ports, but this less 
visible trade represents a major boost 
to rural economies, particularly in Fair 
Isle, where the tradition of trade with 
visiting ships extends back through  
centuries. 

Modern interest from the cruise trade 
is growing, with a population of island 
residents who welcome the visitors and 
have geared up to receive them in a 
meaningful and friendly way that would 
be hard to replicate elsewhere, with Fair 
Isle’s unique attractions and community.

The nature of cruise ship passengers 
that go ashore in Fair Isle certainly tend 
toward the adventurous, and with this 
spirit of adventure comes an appreciation 
of the places that they are visiting. The 
Fair Isle community responds in kind, 
hosting events for the visitors that come 
ashore via Zodiac inflatables. 

The community hall opens and teas 
and home bakes are provided, while 

local craft makers have the chance 
to purvey their wares. The Fair Isle 
Bird Observatory also hosts bird 
walks for visitors. Eileen Thomson 
co-ordinates the cruise ship visits. “We 
are quite lucky with the ships, they are 
a really positive boost for the economy,”  
says Eileen. 

A regular visitor in recent years  is 
the ship Greg Mortimer. The state of 
the art x-bow ship has 80 cabins and 
was launched in 2019. Described as 
an expedition ship, as well as its local 
adventures it also journeys to the wilds 
of Antarctica. Eileen describes the 
passengers as “really adventurous, game 
for anything”, adding: “They are proper 

adventure ships and always really good 
to have visit.”

Another regular visitor is the Island 
Sky, with 59 cabins and described as one 
of the “finest small ships in the world”. 
This is luxury afloat. Her sister vessel the 
Hebridean Sky also stops off at Fair Isle. 
The size of the harbour limits access from 
these ocean-going vessels, and those that 
visit are generally among the smaller 
cruise ships that frequent the North Sea 
area. Their passengers have more of a 
taste for adventure, choosing these ships 
and landfalls rather than larger vessels 
and more popular destinations.

The newly developed North Yell industrial estate and marina.   Photo: David Albutt

Continued on page 20

The marine sector is the lifeblood of Shetland’s economy. Shetland’s 
ports provide employment and amenities for locals and visitors and also 
help businesses surrounding the communities where they are located. 
This connection is embraced within this feature, pulling together marine 
and industry sectors as well as retail businesses (e.g. cafes, tours, artists, 
museums, youth centres, pubs and clubs etc.) based in and around the rural 
ports and piers to bring industry news and community related stories.

Ports and Piers

Supplied by the advertiser or by The Shetland Times photographer if required
(no guaranteed usage).

 This is a news based feature compiled by The Shetland Times newsroom.

Friday, 4th July, 2025
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Motoring

REPRESENTATIVE*

AND £2,500 DEPOSIT CONTRIBUTION*

NOW AVAILABLE WITH A FREE TOYOTA HOMECHARGE^

NEW TOYOTA C-HR
PLUG-IN HYBRID

Model shown is MY24 Toyota C-HR Plug-in Hybrid GR Sport 2.0 VVT-i Auto £43,540 including standard Metallic paint. Prices correct at time of being published. Official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km): combined 313.87 (0.9). Combined
CO2 19g/km. Plug-in hybrid electric vehicle requiring mains electricity for charging. Figures obtained using a combination of battery power and fuel. Figures are provided for comparability purposes; only compare fuel consumption, CO2 and/or
equivalent all- electric range figures with other cars tested to the same technical procedures. These figures may not reflect real life driving results. Fuel consumption, CO2 produced and equivalent all-electric range can vary significantly depending
on a number of factors, including the accessories fitted (post-registration), driving style, conditions, speed and vehicle load. All models and grades are certified according to the World Harmonised Light Vehicle Test Procedure (WLTP). All mpg and
CO2 figures quoted are full WLTP figures. More information can be found by visiting: www.vehicle-certification-agency.gov.uk/fcb/wltp.asp. *1.9% APR Representative and £2,500 Deposit Contribution only available on new retail orders of New
Toyota C-HR Plug-in Hybrid between 16th July 2024 and 30th September 2024 and registered and financed through Toyota Financial Services by 11th December 2024 on a 42-month Toyota Personal Contract Purchase (PCP) plan with 0%-35%
deposit. Toyota Financial Services is a trading name of Toyota Financial Services (UK) PLC; registered office Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, Epsom, Surrey, KT18 5UZ. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Indemnities may be
required. Finance subject to status to over 18s. Other finance offers are available but cannot be used in conjunction with this offer. Offer may be varied or withdrawn at any time. 8,000 miles per annum, excess miles over contracted allowance
charged at 10p per mile. Vehicle ownership available at the end of agreement if all applicable payments are made. Toyota Centres are independent of Toyota Financial Services. Participating Toyota Centres. Affordable finance through Toyota
Personal Contract Purchase (PCP). Terms and conditions apply. Toyota Financial Services may pay the Toyota Centre a commission for introducing you to them. Commission may be calculated based on either a fixed amount relating to the vehicle
you are financing, a percentage of the amount you borrow, or a combination of both. Toyota Financial Services may also make other types of payment to the Toyota Centres for introducing you to them. Any such amounts will not affect the amounts
you pay to Toyota Financial Services under your finance agreement. ^A retail customer, excluding those who lease Private Contract Hire (PCH), who orders a new Toyota bZ4X, Prius Plug-in, New Toyota C-HR Plug-in, RAV4 Plug-in, PROACE EV,
PROACE Verso EV, PROACE City EV, PROACE City Verso EV, PROACE Max EV between 3rd April 2024 and 30th September 2024 and which is registered by 31st December 2024, has the option subject to the terms and conditions to accept the
following offer on Toyota HomeCharge. The offer is for complimentary standard installation of a Toyota HomeCharge wallbox only.

1.9% APR

Jim’s Garage (Shetland) Ltd
4 Gremista Industrial Estate,
Lerwick, Shetland, ZE1 0PX
01595695202
jimsgarage.toyota.co.uk

NOW AVAILABLE WITH A FREE TOYOTA HOMECHARGE^

Model shown is MY24 Toyota C-HR Plug-in Hybrid GR Sport 2.0 VVT-i Auto £43,540 including standard Metallic paint. Prices correct at time of being published. Official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km): combined 313.87 (0.9). Combined
CO2 19g/km. Plug-in hybrid electric vehicle requiring mains electricity for charging. Figures obtained using a combination of battery power and fuel. Figures are provided for comparability purposes; only compare fuel consumption, CO2 and/or
equivalent all- electric range figures with other cars tested to the same technical procedures. These figures may not reflect real life driving results. Fuel consumption, CO2 produced and equivalent all-electric range can vary significantly depending
on a number of factors, including the accessories fitted (post-registration), driving style, conditions, speed and vehicle load. All models and grades are certified according to the World Harmonised Light Vehicle Test Procedure (WLTP). All mpg and
CO2 figures quoted are full WLTP figures. More information can be found by visiting: www.vehicle-certification-agency.gov.uk/fcb/wltp.asp. *1.9% APR Representative and £2,500 Deposit Contribution only available on new retail orders of New
Toyota C-HR Plug-in Hybrid between 16th July 2024 and 30th September 2024 and registered and financed through Toyota Financial Services by 11th December 2024 on a 42-month Toyota Personal Contract Purchase (PCP) plan with 0%-35%
deposit. Toyota Financial Services is a trading name of Toyota Financial Services (UK) PLC; registered office Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, Epsom, Surrey, KT18 5UZ. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Indemnities may be
required. Finance subject to status to over 18s. Other finance offers are available but cannot be used in conjunction with this offer. Offer may be varied or withdrawn at any time. 8,000 miles per annum, excess miles over contracted allowance
charged at 10p per mile. Vehicle ownership available at the end of agreement if all applicable payments are made. Toyota Centres are independent of Toyota Financial Services. Participating Toyota Centres. Affordable finance through Toyota
Personal Contract Purchase (PCP). Terms and conditions apply. Toyota Financial Services may pay the Toyota Centre a commission for introducing you to them. Commission may be calculated based on either a fixed amount relating to the vehicle
you are financing, a percentage of the amount you borrow, or a combination of both. Toyota Financial Services may also make other types of payment to the Toyota Centres for introducing you to them. Any such amounts will not affect the amounts
you pay to Toyota Financial Services under your finance agreement. ^A retail customer, excluding those who lease Private Contract Hire (PCH), who orders a new Toyota bZ4X, Prius Plug-in, New Toyota C-HR Plug-in, RAV4 Plug-in, PROACE EV,
PROACE Verso EV, PROACE City EV, PROACE City Verso EV, PROACE Max EV between 3rd April 2024 and 30th September 2024 and which is registered by 31st December 2024, has the option subject to the terms and conditions to accept the
following offer on Toyota HomeCharge. The offer is for complimentary standard installation of a Toyota HomeCharge wallbox only.

Jim’s Garage (Shetland) Ltd
4 Gremista Industrial Estate,
Lerwick, Shetland, ZE1 0PX
01595695202
jimsgarage.toyota.co.uk

Toyota on top for hybrid motoring
The new Toyota C-HR could have 
been designed with Shetland in 
mind.

The C-HR range has been 
tuned to suit UK tastes and 
accelerator pedal input sensitivity 
has been recalibrated for easy 
control and rapid response. 

The Toyota C-HR Plug-in gives 
a smooth, effortless drive with an 
electric driving range of up to 41 
miles – exceeding the typical daily 
distance covered by most UK 
motorists. 

It has a dual character, 
automatically switching to hybrid 
electric running when its EV 
battery is depleted, giving drivers 
the reassurance and flexibility 
of Toyota’s class-leading hybrid 
technology and ensuring constant 
efficiency on every journey.

The Toyota C-HR Plug-in 
completes a fully electrified 
powertrain line-up for the 
all-new mid-size SUV range, 
reinforcing Toyota’s commitment 
to reducing emissions. The 
2.0-litre Plug-in (PHEV) joins 
the recently launched 1.8 and 
2.0-litre hybrid electric models 
and benefits from the enhanced 
efficiency and performance, 
enabled by f ifth-generation 
Toyota hybrid technology.

A combination of an electric 
motor on the front axle and 
a two-litre engine produces a 
total system power of 220bhp, 
enabling 0-62mph acceleration 
in 7.4 seconds. 

Emma Manson of Jim’s Garage Toyota with the Toyota C-HR Hybrid Electric.   Photo: Dave Donaldson

Car retailers are offering plenty to tempt customers through their doors. So whether it’s 
the latest new models on offer, or component parts to keep your vehicle performing in 
tip-top condition, businesses are ready to cater for your every motoring need. Motoring 
correspondent JAMES MCCONNACHIE takes a look at all that’s on offer.

This best-in-class powertrain 
combines optimised handling, 
improved ride comfort and 
better braking for a more 
powerful, fun and engaging 
driving experience. 

Performance is matched by 
efficiency with fuel consumption 
from 353.1mpg and CO2 
emissions from 19g/km. A 
clutchless dual motor system 
eliminates friction and wear, 

which means the C-HR Plug-in 
uses significantly less fuel when 
running in hybrid electric mode 
compared to most competitor 
PHEVs.

The current C-HR offer is a 

1.9 per cent APR representative 
and £2,500 deposit contribution 
when financed through Toyota 
Financial Services, with a free 
wall box charger (including 
installation) offer included.

For more information on 
the Toyota C-HR or any car 
in the Toyota range, contact 
Jim’s Garage Toyota on (01595) 
695202 to book a test drive or 
discuss any of their deals.

Motoring

Friday, 22nd August, 2025

Feature

Editorial

Photography

What the feature is about Timed to coincide with the summer registration, this feature is designed to 
celebrate all motor vehicles – cars, vans, trucks, motorbikes, off-roaders and 
quads. If you are a dealership we can help you promote your range of vehicles, 
whether it’s the latest electric car or a range of used vehicles. The feature is 
also a great place to promote your motoring-related services, whether that’s 
servicing, MoTs, autobody services or anything else. It’s also the best spot to 
let customers know about your range of motoring supplies from spare parts 
to professional cleaning solutions. Do you offer valets, tuning services or tyre 
replacements? Then this is a great place to promote yourself.

Taken by The Shetland Times photographer (no guaranteed usage).

The Shetland Times newsroom will contact companies for their editorial.
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Having your hall and its contact details available in one of our highly 
visible page “border” advertising slots helps provide the opportunity 
for readers to book your venue for a variety of events. These can include 
concerts, sports, band practice, group meetings, squad practices, dancing, 
food evenings, meeting points, craft sales, fundraising and games nights. 
For only £59-84 we’re here to help you get your diary full of bookings.
We will provide a fixed format for you to supply your event dates and details.

Community Halls

No photography in this feature.
Advertiser to submit hall event dates.

|  Friday, 6th September, 2024  |  The Shetland Times22

Bringing communities together at our local halls
The massive network of community halls dotted  
around the isles play an important part of being the  
heart of what goes on in our individual communities.  
There is much to celebrate with the volunteer  
committee-run venues available to host everything  
from Sunday teas to concerts and weddings. Here  
we take a look at what is going on over the coming 
months. The rural venues are a unique part of  
Shetland’s superb community. So get along to some of  
the events and support your local hall.

CARNEGIE HALL
REGULAR EVENTS:
South mainland dance club – 
Saturday evenings from 7.15pm 
to 9.15pm: 7th, 14th, 21st 
September; 19th, 26th October; 
2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th 
November; 7th, 14th December. 

SEPTEMBER
Wednesday 11th – ZetTrans drop 
in, 6-9pm.
Saturday 28th – Aly & Phil concert 
(tickets through Shetland arts), 7pm 
start. 

OCTOBER 
Saturday 5th – South mainland 
dance club charity dance, 
7.30-11.30pm 
Friday 11th – Fiddle and Accordion 
festival, doors open at 7pm for 
7.30pm start.
Tuesday 22nd – Rest wellbeing 
therapies.

NOVEMBER 
Friday 29th – Brenna players 
murder mystery.

DECEMBER 
Friday 13th – Peerie Xmas Spree.

NORTH ROE & 
LOCHEND HALL

Ability Shetland Youth Club – Mon 
6-7.30 fortnightly during term time.

SEPTEMBER
Saturday 21st – Curry Night  
(Sit-in or take-away).

OCTOBER
Saturday 5th – End-of-term Social 
and bairns disco.
Friday 25th to Sunday 27th 
– Online Fundraising Auction 
(replacing sale in the hall).
Saturday 26th – Bonfire/
Halloween Party.

NOVEMBER
Saturday 16th – Dance with Alan 
Nicolson Band.
Saturday 23rd – Private hire.

DECEMBER
Saturday 21st – Christmas Party.

BIGTON HALL

SEPTEMBER
Sunday 8th –  Sale of baby items 
2-4pm.

Saturday 14th – Rowing Club supper 
dance
Friday 20th –10 year Anniversary 
of Clavel Film.

OCTOBER
Tuesday 1st to Thursday 3rd – Wool 
Week, 12-3pm.

NOVEMBER
Saturday 9th – Picnic Press annual 
supper dance.
Saturday 30th – Brenna Players 
Murder Mystery.

VOE HALL

SEPTEMBER
Saturday 28th – Takeaway and quiz 
night.

OCTOBER
Saturday 5th – Voe Community 
Development Association 
Fundraiser night.
Friday 11th – Shetland Accordian 
and Fiddle Festival Concert 
(ticketed).

NOVEMBER
Saturday 9th – Takeaway and quiz 
night with fireworks.
Monday 11th - AGM.
Saturday 30th – 2 Guys Pizza night.
Voe Social Group: Second 
Wednesday of the month 10am to 
12pm, starting 11th September.

BRAE HALL
Heart of Living Yoga classes every 
Thursday starting 5th September to 
17th October, 7-8pm.
Carpet Bowls every Tuesday from 10 
September at 7.30pm.
Films on over winter months.

NOVEMBER
Saturday 9th – Bonfire Night. Food 
and music with 8 Ball Jacuzzi, tickets 
on sale later.
Wednesday 13th – Xmas Shopping 
Night, 6.30pm.

AITH HALL & 
 RANKIN LOUNGE

Rankin Lounge Bar open to the public 
every Saturday evening from 7pm 
(subject to private bookings).

REGULAR EVENTS:
• 500 Cards: every second Monday 
starting 9th September in Rankin 
from 7.30pm.

COMMUNITY HALLS

Brae 
Community

Hall
Bookings: 

Marabell Stout Tel:  
01806 522 475 / 07470 868521

Email: braehallsciobookings@outlook.com

find us on Facebook: 
Brae Community Hall SCIO

Sound 
Public Hall

Email:  
soundhallbookings@gmail.com

Phone:

01595 741390

find us on Facebook: 
lerwicksoundhall

South Nesting
Public Hall

Bookings: 
01595 890214

Email:  
southnestingpublichall@hotmail.com

Website:  
www.southnestinghall.co.uk

find us on Facebook: 
@SouthNestingPublicHall

Aith Hall & 
Rankin Lounge

Gordon Hay: 01595 810426 

Susan Nicolson: 07786444148

Email: EidHallBookings@gmail.com

Find us and our upcoming 
events on Facebook: 
Eid Hall & Rankin lounge

St Magnus Church Hall  
Greenfield Place, Lerwick

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE (£20 per 4 hour session)
∞ Ideal for family parties, pop-up shops, 

meetings, training sessions etc  
∞ Fully equipped kitchen ∞ Free WiFi  

∞ Regular bookings available

For enquiries and bookings contact:
stmagnuslerwicktreasurer@gmail.com

01595 918923
Further information at 

www.episcopalshetland.org.uk
Registered Charity SC014584

Cunningsburgh
Public Hall

General queries – please email us: 
bookings@cunningsburghhall.com

Website & Online Bookings:  
Visit our website for real-time 

availability and to make  
an online booking:

www.cunningsburghhall.com
find us on Facebook: 
@CunningsburghHall

Voe 
Public Hall

Voe hall bookings: 
voehallbookings@gmail.com

find us on Facebook: 
Voe Public Hall

Bigton
Community Hall

Bookings: 
Mary – 01950 422206

Email:  
maryandreas07@gmail.com

find us on Facebook: 
Bigton Community Hall

Carnegie 
Hall 

Sandwick
Bookings – email  

carnegiehallsandwick@hotmail.com  
or through facebook.

carnegiehallsandwickCarnegie Hall

North Roe & Lochend 
Public Hall

Bookings – 
Email: 

northroehall@gmail.com 
or phone 01806 533345.

Caravan facilities open year round 
(no booking required).

Find us and our upcoming events on 

North Roe and Lochend Public Hall

• Toddlers: alternating Wednesday/
Friday term time.
• Traditional Music Night: 29th 
September; 19th October; 9th 
Novemeber; 14th December from 
8pm in Rankin.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

SEPTEMBER
Friday 13th – Chinese takeaway from 
4pm.

Sunday 6th – Soup and Sweet.

NOVEMBER
Saturday 2nd – Supper takeaways 
and quiz night
Sunday 17th – Teas and stalls
Saturday 30th – Rack n Ruin
For more details on new 
and upcoming events 
– follow us on Facebook 
by scanning our QR 
Code.

Feature
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Photography

What the feature is about

COMMUNITY  
HALLS

Friday, 5th September, 2025
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WHERE?

WHEN?

CONTACT

All are welcome to join  
Shetland Boccia Club Sessions.

Open to all ages and abilities.
No prior experience needed.

We ask for a £1 contribution fee 
to all our clubs and activities.

@Clickimin Main Hall

Friday 4.30pm to 5.30pm 
on these dates:

September
13th, 20th & 27th
(27th is in the squash courts)

October
4th

charis.scott3@shetland.org for more information

REBEL FITNESS TIMETABLE

MONDAY
SANDWICK SOCIAL CLUB

SENIOR CIRCUITS
10.30-11.30

GILBERTSON PARK HALL
ALTERNATING 

HIITSTEP + INTENSE FOCUS
17.45-18.30

TUESDAY
SANDWICK SOCIAL CLUB

REBEL CIRCUITS
17.45-18.45

WEDNESDAY
LERWICK BAPTIST CHURCH

ALTERNATING 
INTENSE FOCUS & HIITBLAST

17.30-18.15
ASN SENSORY SESSIONS

18.30-19.30
NOT ON first wednesday of the month

THURSDAY
SANDWICK SOCIAL CLUB

SOULSA® + TONE
17.45-18.55

FRIDAY
LERWICK BAPTIST CHURCH

REBEL BABIES
10.00-10.45

SENIOR AEROBICS
11.00-12.00

GILBERTSON PARK HALL
TOTALLY SHREDDED

17.30-18.15

SATURDAY

GILBERTSON PARK HALL
WEEKEND WORKOUT

09.30-10.30

Email: Shetland.rebels@gmail.com

Upcoming Guided 
Sound Meditation 

Sessions
at Staney Hill Hall

Sunday 15th – 3-4pm
Sunday 22nd– 3-4pm

£15 per session
Book Via –  

www.newskyyoga.com

Wheelchair basketball is for all
 Wheelchair Basketball is a team sport 
not only for players with disabilities, but 
open to non-disabled or injured players 
who want to compete in a fast, exciting, 
and competitive sport – the basket looks 
even higher when sitting in a wheelchair.

You must be able to physically propel 
the wheelchair around the court, and we 
at The Shetland Ravens will teach you the 
rest.

We have eight sporting wheelchairs 
that the club uses which are specifically 
designed for sports such  as basketball. 

The team will be training every two 
weeks at the Clickimin Leisure Centre in 
Lerwick with potential opportunities for 
games in the not so distant future.

For any organisations or business who 
would like to give wheelchair basketball 
a try for their work away days, please also 
contact us. 

Participant Charles said: “It is really 
good for meeting new people and working 
together as a team. I am really enjoying 
it and looking forward to more people 
coming and joining us as it is a fantastic 
sport to get into.”

And Connor added: “It is really 
competitive and it is physical.

We want you to accept the challenge and 
come and Join Shetland Ravens.

For more information including training 
times and days please contact Lou Jackson 
on lou@loujacksondesign.com

Aiming to 
provide a 
distraction in 
busy lives
New Sky Yoga and Wellness 
aims to provide a “distraction” in 
people’s busy lives.

Niomi Pearson teaches hatha 
yoga – a practice which focuses on 
balancing the body and mind.

The deeply relaxing sessions 
includes a mixture of crystal and 
traditional hand-hammered 
singing bowls along with chimes 
and other instruments.

Each session begins with 
grounding breathwork and 
aromatherapy and throughout the 
60 minutes participants rest on 
their backs.

Niomi Pearson teaches hatha yoga.

Be a rebel – make fitness fun
Rebel Fitness is a fitness brand spreading through Shetland.

Toyah Irvine and Cheryl Stewart run fitness classes six days a week 
at various locations. 

They have something for everyone, cardio, strength and endurance, 
dance, HIIT, bootcamp style, circuits, branded concepts, HIITSTEP, 
Totally Shredded and M1ND. 

There is a huge range of fitness equipment for participant to come 
and get stuck into.

And their block booking mum and baby classes allows your little one 
to play while you workout.

There is a new Saturday morning class, Weekend Workout, and kids 
are also welcome to pop along so parents don’t have to stress about 
childcare.

They say: “We have senior fitness classes, aerobics and circuits – 
these classes are very popular and bring a lot of fun and laughter.

“We run ASN sensory classes weekly and block bookings within 
services. These classes use light-up tambourines and disco lights, with 
dance routines to all your favourite songs.

“We have recently added RebelKids dance classes to our offerings. 
With our recent summer camp being a huge success.”

They pride ourselves on making fitness fun and accessible for 
everyone – saying: “If you leave with a smile on your face then we’ve 
done our job.”

If there’s anything you’d like to know, feel free to contact us at 
Shetland.rebels@gmail.com or find us on Facebook/Instagram 
Shetland.rebels  

Cheryl and Toyah with the Stoltman Brothers, Tom and Luke.

“Meditation is incredibly 
beneficial for folk with anxiety, 
issues sleeping or pain,” Niomi 
said.

“It’s an opportunity to be able to 
disconnect from our daily routines 
and the ‘hectic-ness’ of life.” 

She added that the more people 
participate in hatha yoga the 
greater benefits they will see to 
their wellbeing.

“The more we practice it, the 
more benefits unfold over time. 
When we get a chance to relax, 
all kinds of lovely benefits can 
manifest.”

Niomi will be hosting a yoga 
session at Staney Hill Hall on 
Sunday from 3-4pm.

She will then host another 
session at the same venue on 
Sunday 22nd September from 
3-4pm.

She also holds sessions at the 
Bowls Hall the Clickimin Leisure 
Complex on Thursdays from 
6.30pm-7.30pm.

People can drop-in to the 
session or book a position by 
phoning 01595 741000 or visiting 
https://www.srt.org.uk/centres/
clickimin

Private and semi private 
bookings are also available with 
prices starting from £25.

The special wheelchairs that are used by players.

Photography

A mixture of news based stories providing the opportunity to highlight the 
benefits and role physical activity plays across the UK and locally. Raising 
awareness brings people together and positively impacts their physical, 
mental and social wellbeing. Get readers motivated and break down any 
barriers that may be stopping someone getting started, showing that fitness 
benefits everyone.

Get Active & National Fitness Day

Supplied by the advertiser or by The Shetland Times photographer if required 
(no guaranteed usage).

This is a news based feature compiled by The Shetland Times newsroom 
although participating businesses may supply their own editorial text (400 
word maximum).
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Get Active & National Fitness Day Feature

Editorial

Photography

What the feature is about Each person’s home is their palace. This is therefore a very popular 
feature for home owners interested in home decor, furnishings, furniture, 
TVs, gadgets, fashion, current or passing trends. Being able to see, touch, 
test, sit in, lay down on or try products locally before buying them is the 
unique selling point for our participating advertisers. Invite our readership 
to visit your retail premises by booking your advertising slot with us, and 
allow them to benefit from your advice and product knowledge before 
gaining another sale.

Homes, Interiors and Design

The Shetland Times  |  Friday, 20th September, 2024  |  19

Formore info or to booka consultation visit:

kitchens@grdirect.co.uk | 01595 692915

High-quality, expertly engineered kitchens
Vast range of colours and styles
Friendly &experienced kitchen design team
Local company with customer service focus
Lerwickshowroom
In-house installation team

www.grdirect.co.uk/kitchens

Homes, Interiors
& Design

Add an extra touch of style 
and comfort to your home

It is now the ideal opportunity to start thinking 
about home interiors as we spend more time 
indoors over the coming autumn and winter 
months.

Local shops have all that you need in order 
to beautify your surroundings, and businesses 
are only too willing to share their expertise with 
you.

They are on hand to offer valuable advice to 

customers so that you can have confidence in your 
purchases. 

And if they don’t have what you especially want to 
hand, then they will be happy to order it in for you.

So if you are planning a project over the coming 
months, this feature will offer some inspiration.

So get in touch with the firms featured in the 
following pages and make you scheme become a 
reality.

A skilled team at GR Kitchens

GR Kitchens, part of George Robertson Ltd, has 
been at the forefront of kitchen design, supply, and 
installation in Shetland for over eight years. They 
are known for combining world-renowned products 
with local expertise, making them the perfect choice 
for your next kitchen project.

Whether you are just starting to think about your 
kitchen refurb or already have a clear vision, GR 
Kitchens has you covered. Their welcoming design 
team, Sarah and Louise, will guide you through 
every step, from the initial consultation to the final 
touches. 

They’ve got a skilled team of joiners and 
electricians who can handle the installation and 
even take care of any additional jobs around your 
home. If you already have your own tradespeople, GR 
Kitchens will work with you to design your dream 
kitchen and supply everything you need.

GR Kitchens prides itself on offering quality 
products, thanks to strong partnerships with 
leading brands like Nolte, Nobilia, and Masterclass. 
This month their team will visit key exhibitions 
in Germany to get ahead of the latest trends and 
innovations.

Since GR Kitchens is part of George Robertson 
Ltd, they can also offer a wide range of appliances, 
lighting, and sound systems to complete your 
kitchen. George Robertson Ltd stocks everything 
from laundry and refrigeration to TVs and audio 
systems, featuring brands like Bosch, Neff, Siemens, 
Sony, and Dyson—all at competitive prices. 

You can browse and buy from their full range 
online at www.grdirect.co.uk/shop. For extra peace 
of mind, they offer extended warranties and flexible 
buy now pay later options. Plus, their local repair 
team ensures prompt support for any appliance 
issues—something unmatched by national 
retailers.

Pop into GR Kitchens’ showroom at George 
Robertson Ltd in Hillhead, Lerwick, or explore what 
is on offer online at www.grdirect.co.uk. Whether 
in person or remotely, their team is happy to assist 
with any queries. The shop and showroom is open 
Monday to Saturday 9am to 5pm. For enquiries call 
01595 692915 or email kitchens@grdirect.co.uk. 

For the latest news and offers follow George 
Robertson Ltd on Facebook, Instagram and 
Pinterest.

GR Kitchens lead designer Sarah Groat in a design consultation with a customer in the showroom at Hillhead, 
Lerwick.

Words by: James McConnachie

Taken by The Shetland Times photographer (no guaranteed usage).
The Shetland Times newsroom will contact companies for their editorial.

Homes, Interiors
& Design

Friday, 19th September, 2025
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BOOKSHOP

71-79 Commercial Street, Lerwick, ZE1 0AJ
T: 01595 695531
bookshop@shetlandtimes.co.uk
shop.shetlandtimes.co.uk

Just a few inspiring ideas...
...more in store 

To Knit or Not to Knit...
What sort of a question is that?!

Stash bag?

Doorstop/
woolly friend!

THE HUB
The central SWW  
information point and a  
place to relax and knit  
with fellow Wool Weekers.  
Shetland Museum and 
Archives, Lerwick (open daily) 

MAKERS’ MARKET
Meet local makers and purchase beautiful 
and unique Shetland wool pieces. 
Saturday 5 October, 10am – 4pm,  
Anderson High School, Lerwick

EXHIBITIONS, SHOWS, TEAS, OPEN STUDIOS  
& DROP INS
Browse the SWW programme for the many 
FREE events taking place throughout the 
week all over Shetland.

EVENTS
There are still a number of tickets available 
to classes, tours and talks. Visit the Box Office 
for more information 
www.shetlandwoolweek.com/boxoffice 

#SWW FAIR ISLE FRIDAY
Remember to wear and share your finest  
Fair Isle knitwear with us on social media! 
Friday 4 October

SHETLAND WOOL WEEK ANNUAL 2024
Available from 29 September from the 
Shetland Museum shop or online at:  
shop.shetlandwoolweek.com

29 SEP – 5 OCT 2024

Join us for our fifteenth Shetland Wool Week celebrating 
all aspects of wool and textiles throughout the isles.

Islesburgh Toorie by Anne Doull,  SWW 2024 Hat

For all event information visit
shetlandwoolweek.com

Shetland Wool Week had a modest start in 2010, but now attracts hundreds of visitors from across the globe.

Devoted wool lovers flock to the 
isles for a fun-filled 15th festival 

BY ROSALIND GRIFFITHS

Shetland may be a small place on the world map, but for one  
week in the autumn it becomes the centre of the universe for  
wool lovers. 

Shetland Wool Week attracts hundreds of people from across  
the globe and has grown and developed hugely since its modest start 
in 2010.

Then, it was launched to a gathering of 30 people in the boat hall 
of Shetland Museum and Archives. Now it has expanded to offer 
around 400 events to around 1,000 attendees – and boosting the 
economy potentially by millions of pounds.

Shetland Wool Week started at the instigation of the 
King, then Prince Charles, who launched the Campaign for 
Wool, promoting it as versatile, natural, sustainable and  
biodegradable. 

This led to Jamieson & Smith, Shetland Wool Brokers, 
being tasked by their parent company to organise a wool  
festival. 

The Shetland Flock Book Society, which represents the 
crofters of Shetland, got involved, and so did the late Jimmy 
Moncrieff of Shetland Amenity Trust, who vowed to “make  
it happen”. 

Shetland Wool Week now comprises a broad range of classes, 
talks, visits and tours from Sumburgh to Unst. 

Visitors can learn to needle felt an otter, make a puffin pom pom, 
knit round a corner, tackle the Viking skill of nalbinding, dye wool 
with mushrooms, weave fabric or whittle a shawl pin. 

They can try a knitting belt, learn to spin or discover the best way 
to patch and darn. They could also learn about sheep with visits to 
crofts and sample Shetland hospitality where meals are included, or 
enjoy dialect talks and beer, make silver jewellery or fused glass, even 
try mending a fishing net. 

And they could leave the isles with anything from a Fair Isle 
bookmark to a mini lace hap to a recreation of the Gunnister  
Man’s purse.

Continued on page 20

Celebrating the annual and very popular Shetland Wool Week we also 
help to highlight the many related events and those participating. From 
designers, manufacturers, retailers and book sellers to practical classes, the 
range of yarn, patterns and accessories available, if you’re in the knitwear 
trade, take advantage and be in our feature too! 

Shetland Wool Week

Supplied by the advertiser or by The Shetland Times photographer if required 
(no guaranteed usage).

The Shetland Times newsroom will contact companies for their editorial.

Friday, 26th September, 2025
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World Mental Health Day on 10th October is an international day for 
global mental health education, awareness and advocacy against social 
stigma. It’s so important that our readers can access the services and 
advice they require locally. If your company or organisation is involved in 
this sector, or with general overall health and wellbeing, we welcome your 
participation.

Health and Wellbeing

Supplied by the advertiser (no guaranteed usage).
Supplied by the advertiser (75 words).
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Whatever 
you’re facing
We’re here 
to listen

Call free day or night on

116 123
email: jo@samaritans.org

It’s time to prioritise Mental 
Health in the workplace

Download the “Tea & Talk” 
pack from the Mental 
Health Foundation and 
have a conversation at 
work around mental health.

Try some “deskercise” – go to: 
www.healthyshetland.com/deskercise 

Royal Voluntary Service runs lunch and social clubs and  
offers transport services across Shetland to over 60s.

Contact us to find out about a club in your area or  
to join our close-knit community of volunteers!

Contact us – speak to Brenda, Claire or Susan on 01595 743914

email ShetlandSupport@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk 

visit or write to us: RVS, Market House, 14 Market Street, Lerwick, ZE1 0JP

Funded by

Baby Loss Awareness Week

Brand Guidelines

Brand Guidelines

Baby Loss Awareness Week

Brand Guidelines

Baby Loss Awareness Week

Brand Guidelines

Health & Wellbeing
Good mental health matters to all
World Mental Health Day falls next Thursday, so what better time to have a look at health and wellbeing? There are plenty of issues that 
occupy our minds, with a whole number of problems – in particular pressures in the workplace. Indeed, this year’s theme set by the World 
Federation of Mental Health is mental wellbeing in the workplace. The theme highlights the importance of addressing the problems in a 
way that can benefit people, organisations and communities.  The underlying message is to talk, and show everyone that mental health 
matters. Discussing mental health can help everyone cope better with life’s ups and downs.

Support online 
or in person
Shetland Sands is here to support anyone affected by the loss of a baby 
–  no matter how long ago.

It offers support in-person or online. All are safe spaces to share your 
thoughts and meet others. Trained befrienders are bereaved parents, 
who have walked this journey.

You can reach us at shetland@sandsvolunteer.org.uk or https://
www.facebook.com/1shetlandsands

Know what comes first at workplace
The theme to this year’s World Mental Health Day is: “It’s time to prioritise mental health in the workplace.”

 We know that work can be a stressful environment, so it’s important we take time in our workplace to look after ourselves and our 
colleagues. 

We want to share a couple of tips that you could try introduce into your workplace to encourage a healthier environment. 
The mental health foundation is encouraging workplaces to have a “tea and talk” to have conversations around mental health. 
You can download their pack here: https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/get-involved/fundraising/do-your-own-fundraising/

tea-talk-world-mental-health-day

Help is only a 
call away

Samaritans are there on freephone 116123 and jo@samaritans.
org for anyone in distress. Phones are answered 24/7 by Samaritans 
all over the UK.

Shetland volunteers reach out at county shows, Shetland Pride 
and supermarkets, reminding people that 116123 is a safe space 
to talk. They also deliver talks on emotional health in secondary 
schools. 

Shetland Samaritans are very grateful for support of the 
Shetland public, businesses and Shetland Charitable Trust. They 
are always looking for new volunteers.

Wilma Goodlad with John Thomas at the Cunningsburgh Show.

Plenty is 
offered 
by RVS
Volunteers and staff at Royal 
Voluntary Service provide 
invaluable support to people over 
60 in Shetland. 

They have seven social clubs 
all over Shetland along with two 
lunch clubs.

Their clubs are a great place to 
meet friends or make new ones. 

Transport services can also be 
provided by volunteer drivers to 
help you get to where you need to 
go. 

Volunteers are also needed to 
keep services running. 

Whatever you do counts. 
Help RVS, help your com-
munity. Call Brenda, Claire 
or Susan on 01595 743914, 
or email shetlandsupport@
royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk for 
more details.Brae Social club enjoying a Move It or Lose It exercise class

Health & Wellbeing
Friday, 3rd October, 2025
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Free EntrytoM
arket

Islesburgh Community Centre

Sunday 6th October
11am to 4pm

FOOD & DRINK MARKET
With Pop Up Café by

Free EntrytoMarket

Islesburgh Community Centre

Sunday 6th October
11am to 4pm

FOOD & DRINK MARKET
With Pop Up Café by

We are putting together a range of printed  
& online guides which we would love to feature  

your business in.

They are:
 • Where to Eat in Shetland
 • The Shetland Producers Guide
 • The Shetland Food Trail

Taste of Shetland Membership costs between  
£40 & £600 depending on the size of your business 
and these guides will provide you with advertising  

all-year-round!

To discuss the guides or Membership,  
contact us on info@tasteofshetland.com

www.shetlandfarmdairies.co.uk

T: 01595 692656
E:  info@shetlandfarmdairies.co

LOCALLY PRODUCED

SHETLAND FOOD AND DRINK 

A mouth-watering variety of tasty 
treats that are too good to miss
Shetland is home to some of the finest produce available right on its doorstep. Here, 
JENNY WATT  celebrates our vibrant food and drink scene, with a feature that is perfect 
for anyone who values quality food and drink. From exceptional meats and fresh seafood to 
delightful homebakes and coffees, you’ll find a rich array of flavours, as well as the people 
who make it all possible—those who produce, supply, cook, and sell these local treasures. 
Included is a tempting seafood chowder recipe, showcasing the best of Shetland’s local 
ingredients, fresh from trusted local suppliers. Dive in and discover the taste of Shetland.

The Batch Lady, Suzanne Mulholland, who will be showcasing Taste of Shetland members’ produce this month.

Heather McArthur, Shetland Farm Dairies’ production supervisor, at their Gremista factory.   
  Photo: Dave Donaldson

Thirty years of success mean 
dairy is still cream of the crop
Shetland Farm Dairies has been 
proudly providing fresh, locally-
sourced milk to shops across 
Shetland since 1994. 

The business is owned by 
skilled farmers who know every 
one of their cows and make sure 
that they get good grazing to 
ensure that the milk produced is 
of top quality.

The milk is sent fresh from 
the farm to the processing 
facility at Lerwick’s Gremista, 
where the milk goes through 
minimal processing to become 
skimmed, semi-skimmed or  
wholemilk. 

These are available in a variety 
of sizes from pint to one litre and 
two litre, and are available in the 
supermarkets and local shops 
across the isles. 

Shetland milk can also be 
bought in refillable one litre glass 
bottles from vending machines in 
Bolts, Sound Service Station and 
Tagon Stores.

Milk isn’t the only product 
Shetland Dairy sell. They also 
supply locals with cream (single, 
double and whipping), buttermilk 
and a rich, handmade lightly 
salted butter – staples for any  
avid baker. 

For anyone getting prepared 
for feasting as the festive season 
approaches, they also offer 
cream and buttermilk in two litre 

Printed guides on offer
 Taste of Shetland is adopting a new approach for 
promoting their valued members.

This will include a set of printed guides: Where to 
Eat in Shetland – The Shetland Producers Guide and 
The Shetland Food Trail.

For the price of membership – which ranges  
from £40 to £600, depending on the size of  
your business – you can be featured in one or more 
of the guides.

These publications will be available all year  
round and provide a very cost-effective 
advertisement, which adds to the already impressive 
list of member benefits.

The Where to Eat in Shetland guide will  
aim to feature a wide range of cafes, restaurants  
and takeaways, giving visitors and locals an  
all-in-one brochure of where to go for their next  
tasty treat. 

It will be printed in early 2025, and those included 

will also be featured in an online version, which 
can be publicised by organisations like Promote 
Shetland.

The Shetland Producers Guide will focus on 
the range of incredible local producers we have – 
including dairy, meat, fish and vegetables. 

This will be a fantastic tool for networking with 
buyers and providers – and extremely useful for any 
businesses who wish to showcase the produce they 
use in their cafes and restaurants.

The Shetland Food Trail will showcase the 
members who offer tours, demonstrations and items 
for sale – either on demand or by appointment only. 

It will feature a map, as well as details of what the 
businesses have on offer.

If you are interested in featuring in one or more of 
these guides, you can sign up as a Taste of Shetland 
member on their website www.tasteofshetland.com 
or email questions to info@tasteofshetland.com

bottles and butter in 3kg or 5kg 
tubs, which you can order direct 
from the dairy. That should be 
perfect for anyone batch-making 
bannocks for parties, or looking to 
fill up the freezer.

Shetland Dairies work hard 

to make sure the freshest milk 
is supplied to local cafes. It also 
ensures the shops have got your 
staple in stock. 

Even when the storms stop the 
boats coming in, Shetland Dairies 
will deliver.

Everyone Loves And Appreciates good food and drink and this new 
feature is all about promoting the great products from Shetland. For 
everything from fish to homebakes, if you produce it, sell it or cook it, or if 
you are part of our hospitality trade then we aim to help you get even more 
well-known for your delicious produce.

Shetland Food and Drink

Supplied by the advertiser or by The Shetland Times photographer if required 
(no guaranteed usage).

The Shetland Times newsroom will contact companies for their editorial.
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What the feature is about

Feature

Editorial

Photography

 23

This feature is designed to help take the headache out of gift buying 
for our readers. As a Shetland-based company, we understand the need 
to support local firms and throughout the year our campaigns encourage 
people to shop locally. This is most important around the crucial Christmas 
rush. So take part to give your business the chance to pick up more local 
custom with our specially-designed feature that allows you to choose the 
items you want to promote. Get it right and it will help ensure your business 
enjoys a merry run-up to Christmas.

Christmas Gifts

The Shetland Times  |  Friday, 15th November, 2024  |  21

Christmas Gifts 

Helping 
you find 
the perfect 
presents…
It’s 40 days until Christmas – from today. 

But, to quote Lance-Corporal Jones in 
Dad’s Army, don’t panic. 
There is plenty of time to get organised 

and plan everything you need for the perfect 
Christmas.

In this week’s Christmas Gifts Feature we 
have lots of inspiration for you – and you can 
get everything on your doorstep from Shetland 
businesses.

 Why worry about delivery delays, the wrong 
item being delivered, or damaged goods, as so 
often happens with online shopping.

There is something on offer for all tastes 
and all budgets, and you can have the 
satisfaction of knowing that if you shop 
locally you will be supporting Shetland 
firms, local jobs and the isles’ economy.

There is also the chance to win some 
great prizes with our fantastic festive 
competitions.

Supplied by the advertiser (must supply high quality product images).
Supplied by the advertiser (75 words).

Christmas Gifts 

Friday, 14th November, 2025
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Let your customers know when your business is open over Christmas and 
New Year and share your festive message with them in our comprehensive 
Christmas Business Greetings feature.
It’s also a nice opportunity to thank customers for their support throughout 
the year.

Business Christmas Greetings

No photography in this feature.
No editorial required for this feature.
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GREMISTA WASTE MANAGEMENT FACILITY
CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR HOURS

The site will be open as normal on Friday, 3rd January, 2025.

For further information please telephone Waste Management  
Operations on 01595 743960 or e-mail waste@shetland.gov.uk

CLOSING TIMES

DATE SITE  
OPENS LANDFILL SHED CIVIC

MONDAY  
23rd DECEMBER 8am 3pm 4pm 6pm

TUESDAY  
24th DECEMBER 8am 2pm 2pm 5pm

WEDNESDAY  
25th DECEMBER SITE CLOSED

THURSDAY  
26th DECEMBER SITE CLOSED

FRIDAY
27th DECEMBER 8am CLOSED 4pm CLOSED

SATURDAY  
28th DECEMBER 8am CLOSED CLOSED 4pm

SUNDAY  
29th DECEMBER 10am CLOSED CLOSED 4pm

MONDAY  
30th DECEMBER 8am 3pm 4pm 5pm

TUESDAY  
31st DECEMBER 8am 2pm 2pm 5pm

WEDNESDAY  
1st JANUARY SITE CLOSED

THURSDAY 
2nd JANUARY SITE CLOSED

SIC Waste Management  
Operations – Festive Recycling/ 

Rubbish Collection Schedule

Fetlar collections are unchanged and collected as normal on  
Friday 27th December & 3rd January

There will be no collections on 25th & 26th 
December 2024 and 1st & 2nd January 2025

If you have any enquiries, please contact Waste Management 
Operations on 01595 744891 or cleansing@shetland.gov.uk 

Normal  
Collection  

Day

AMENDED COLLECTION DAYS
Bressay,  

East Mainland,  
Lerwick & Scalloway 
(excluding East Voe)

Central, North,  
South & West 

Mainland  
(including East Voe)

North Isles  
& Whalsay

MONDAY  
23rd DECEMBER

Grey-Lidded Bins
Collected Monday 

as normal

Non-recyclable waste
Collected Monday 

as normal

Grey-Lidded Bins
Collected Monday 

as normal

TUESDAY  
24th DECEMBER

Grey-Lidded Bins
Collected Tuesday 

as normal

Non-recyclable waste
Collected Tuesday 

as normal

Grey-Lidded Bins
Collected Tuesday 

as normal

WEDNESDAY  
25th DECEMBER

Grey-Lidded Bins
Now collected 
Saturday 28th

Non-recyclable waste
Now collected 
Saturday 28th

Grey-Lidded Bins
Now collected 

Friday 27th

THURSDAY  
26th DECEMBER

Grey-Lidded Bins
Now collected 
Sunday 29th

Non-recyclable waste
Now collected 
Sunday 29th

Grey-Lidded Bins
Now collected 
Saturday 28th

FRIDAY  
27th DECEMBER

Grey-Lidded Bins
Now collected 
Sunday 29th

Non-recyclable waste
Now collected 
Sunday 29th

Grey-Lidded Bins
Now collected 
Sunday 29th

MONDAY  
30th DECEMBER

Non-recyclable waste
Collected Monday 

as normal

Grey-Lidded Bins
Collected Monday 

as normal

Non-recyclable waste
Collected Monday 

as normal

TUESDAY  
31st DECEMBER

Non-recyclable waste
Collected Tuesday 

as normal

Grey-Lidded Bins
Collected Tuesday 

as normal

Non-recyclable waste
Collected Tuesday 

as normal

WEDNESDAY  
1st JANUARY

Non-recyclable waste
Now collected 

Friday 3rd

Grey-Lidded Bins
Now collected 

Friday 3rd

Non-recyclable waste
Now collected 

Friday 3rd

THURSDAY  
2nd JANUARY

Non-recyclable waste
Now collected 
Satuday 4th

Grey-Lidded Bins
Now collected 
Saturday 4th

Non-recyclable waste
Now collected 
Satuday 4th

FRIDAY 
3rd JANUARY

Non-recyclable waste
Now collected 

Sunday 5th

Grey-Lidded Bins
Now collected 

Sunday 5th

Non-recyclable waste
Now collected 

Sunday 5th
MONDAY  

6th JANUARY Normal service resumes

Wishing all our loyal customers a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

R. Robertson & Son Ltd.
FESTIVE HOURS

Please note there will be no bus services on:
Wednesday 25th and Thursday 26th December

Wednesday 1st and Thursday 2nd January
Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve final 
services are the circa 1700 departures.

www.rrobertsonandson.com

We will be closed from 1630 on Friday 20th December  
and reopening at 0800 on Monday 6th January.

A big thank you to all our customers and suppliers  
for their custom in 2024. We would like to wish them  

all a Merry Christmas and Best Wishes for 2025
Any emergencies during this time please contact us via 
Facebook messenger or info@owenengineeringltd.com

M.R. Gair Ltd wish to thank all customers for their continued  
support during 2024. We shall close on Friday 20th December, 2024  

at 4pm, and re-open on Monday 6th January, 2025 at 8am.

FROM

Business 
Christmas Greetings

Business Christmas Greetings.....Pages 31-37

Loose Ends Shop
Monday to Saturday 9am to 5.30pm
96 Commercial Street, Lerwick
01595 696857 • dee@loose-ends-shop.co.uk

HOLIDAY HOURS
LATE NIGHT SHOPPING DAYS:  

Thursdays 9am-8pm on 12th & 19th December
SHOPPING SUNDAYS 

11am-4pm on 8th, 15th & 22nd December
We will be closed on Christmas Day and Boxing Day.

Open between Christmas and New Year on Friday 27th, 
Saturday 28th, Monday 30th and Tuesday 31st December.

We will resume our regular opening hours on  
Friday 3rd Janaury.

Business 
Christmas Greetings

Friday, 5th December, 2025
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How newspaper advertising  
boosts profit growth

If you want to grow your brand’s profits, advertising in our newspaper will prove to be 
one of the most effective media for delivering results.

The effectiveness of advertising in our newspaper can have the following positive effects 
for your business.

1. Media plans that include advertising in news brands deliver 
a much higher level of effectiveness (measured in terms of 
market share, pricing power and profit growth) than plans 
that do not include news brands

2. During a period of falling advertising effectiveness, advertisers 
in news brands have increased the effectiveness of their 
campaigns

3. Combined use of print and digital is the most effective use 
of news brands so utilising our online advertising offers on 
shetlandtimes.co.uk will help you too

4. Advertisers using print and digital news brand platforms show 
a very strong uplift of all business metrics and especially of 
profit growth

5. News brands increase the effectiveness of other media

6. There is a stronger link between quality and trust with profit 
growth and effectiveness

7. The effects of trust are related to the use of the specific media

8. Trust effects remain stronger for advertisers in news brands

9. Advertisers using print and digital news brand platforms show 
the strongest growth in brand trust

Source: Based on research by Peter Field using IPA Databank 2012-2022 for profit cases
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Why local newspaper 
advertising is effective

We are committed to helping businesses working in Shetland thrive and make engaging 
with potential customers as easy as possible through the trusted medium of our weekly 
newspaper. 

Our journalists live and work in the communities they serve and that enables them to 
produce unique and powerful content which is directly relevant to people’s lives.

This matters for advertisers who face more choices than ever before. By investing in local 
media, clients can harness the unique and powerful connection that local media has with 
local communities at unprecedented scale.

Local news brands have always been highly trusted by readers and that converts into the 
extremely strong audience numbers we are seeing.

As misinformation becomes ever more sophisticated, news brands – the main driver of 
trusted journalism in the UK – will become even more important than they are now.
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2026 
Feature 

Publication 
Dates

Projected 2025 
Feature Publication 

Dates. May be 
subject to change

Multiple booking 
discounts available 

when booking more 
than one feature.

Build your own 
package today 

and get the best 
coverage and deal.

Cafes and Coffee Shops 23rd Jan

Landwise 6th Feb

Harbour Voice 27th Feb
Energy Efficiency, Renewables 
and Recycling 20th Mar

Weddings 27th Mar

Landwise 3rd Apr

On the Water 10th Apr

National Pet Month 17th Apr

Gardening and Outdoor DIY 1st May

Cake Fridges/ Honesty Boxes 22nd May

Landwise 5th June

Shetland Climate Week 12th Jun

Rural Shops 19th Jun
Ports and Piers  
(Scalloway and rural) 3rd Jul

Landwise 7th Aug

Motoring 21st Aug

Community Halls 4th Sep
Get Active & National  
Fitness Day 11th Sep

Homes, Interiors and Design 18th Sep

Wool Week 25th Sep

Health and Wellbeing 2nd Oct

Shetland Food and Drink 6th Nov

Christmas Gifts 13th Nov

Landwise 20th Nov

Business Christmas Greetings 11th Dec
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Cafes and Coffee Shops 24th Jan

Landwise 7th Feb

Harbour Voice 28th Feb

Energy Efficiency and Recycling 21st Mar

Weddings 28th Mar

Landwise 4th Apr

On the Water 11th Apr

National Pet Month 18th Apr

Gardening and Outdoor DIY 2nd May

Cake Fridges / Honesty Boxes 23rd May

Landwise 6th Jun

Oot and Aboot 13th Jun

Shetland Climate Week 13th June

Rural Shops 20th Jun

Scalloway Ports and Piers 4th Jul

Landwise 1st Aug

Motoring 22nd Aug

Community Halls 5th Sep
Get Active Including National 
Fitness Day 12th Sep

Homes, Interiors and Design 19th Sep

Wool Week 26th Sep

Health and Wellbeing 3rd Oct

Shetland Food & Drink 7th Nov

Christmas Gifts 14th Nov

Landwise 21st Nov

Business Christmas Greetings 5th Dec 

2025
Feature 

Publication 
Dates

Multiple booking 
discounts available 

when booking more 
than one feature.

Build your own 
package today 

and get the best 
coverage and deal.


